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Closing notes,

Year after year pansed Nearly scventeen yeare havw gone by
since I sterted to breath the air of freedom after being swallowed
by derkmess during 18 yeare, Only in the year 1997 the cbligation
to report m°:1.'-‘31y to the Militery Authority since madio 1983
was stopped But for ihe politicul detainees/prisoncrs ,although
they have recched :ha oge of 60 yearss they canmot get clife-long
identity caml 1ike the cthwra.Bvery three years they hive to apply
for new iderntity catis,

Birtng the £irct yerws of indevendence ofter 1945 I
experienced the armed otinigle sgeinst the Duitch Coloniclists,
aithough only as ¢ zowrier for the geurillg-~-troups zrowad Solo,
in Central Jeva, Iete on viun peace prevelled I was active within
the women's movenent vhich led me %o utey in Germany ot the
ileagquartexe of The Vomen's Inte national Democratic Feleration
(WyLeDeFo) I pot alno the duily to atlend corsresses in neveral
comtries in Furopz like Prence Switzerlend,dDenmork, dieden, Sovyet
Union also in Chinz. Tndls cyc,

Under the old oxder Jed by Presidenr Sukucno I was achive
also as zjowrmalist vntil 1575 vhen the 30 September Movement
occurred ,

When the New Oxder undex the regime of Progident Suharto
started, in the framevork of ‘cpti-communisn? a mooonvdder
was L unched killing cbovt 2 willioa wmcmhers of the Comuunist
Party and ils masegorsenisations ss well as ils slupovioerc,
Also tc apply for e Job one hus io ohtrin g siaiement of
Uclear environment®,it mecps no ome in the funily (xd relatlves
io involed with the 'l tent dengor of cowramism' ae thoy are considexe

es 'airty' or 'not cleen',
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The auti-coun_nu{niﬂto vhobiz hee been presaoed down in echools,begimnime
¢ron the elementary aschools up to the universities,np this

geveration hop been edvczted that commmism is a latont

ganger. Althoush President Suherdo was foreed to resiga by

the mees demongtrz tions inclwiing students, still the

Yies Order coniinued with Prosident fcbibiex s onec year's rule,

pe economic'eitmation 1s still very downverd with & auge

amount of foreipn eid, Neexiy twonty millior poople live in

deep povert*,"".

Such situsrion has been ipherited by the rth peeuent

Pregident Mdvkrchwen Wehid with the Mationel Unity Cebimet,
With the duet of Gum D art Megowatd Sukamtpufxri as Vice
President 1t 1:: pxnectell ot a totr) weformstion could e
realiami. The !cc-.mt aradret comuption,ccllusion ond nepctiom
( uocoiled K.E'.H.) of fomeer President Sulmrto and his cronies
ghowld he ca:i‘.‘ird sut =8 soon as poszible,
Wx~po;iticcl l'pr:&cnne:.t-a‘.fdﬁtﬁnees keve clready the cowrage lo
set up & n{aa:/.-.drganiaatton nened PMORBA (Pepuyuvben Koxvan
Onte Borue Soliliarity Union of Few Orver-Vic-A4ms on the 15th
of September 1999,

Ve hivpe thet the new nilleniuwm will briang new hopes

/ .
for our/ be loved caowmixwy .. t
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X WDERGROUKD WOIK,

In Septrmber 1965 I was e.cl‘ive at the Headquorters of the -

Injonesien Vomen's Movement working as translater.
At the seme time as pert time journalist for s-ome newspopers ,

I wrote crticles and short stories especiclly about women
problens,

The orgenisation was active in verious f£ields like the

Defence of Women's Rights , children's right , for soclel
velfcre , training women cedres etc, -
At that time the organization had its branches ol nearly
cll islende of the archipelago with sbout obe million memberss

fogether with many women's ovgenizations in the Indonesian
Women's Congress (KOVANI) wex held treinings of volunteers
4n the strugele for the return of West Irian into the

Republic of Indonesiz § Trikora). Before that, therere vas
also such struggle for the return of North EKelimantan against

Melaysia ( Duikora) .

Such wes the situvation at thot time , demcnding women
volunteers totake pert in mi itery trcimings.
Such wes the cuse in 1985 &t Ivhang Buxy2 o
At tha came time we were prepring for the rolding of the
fo?é't‘n Congress in Decenber 15654 -
I stoyed with my friend ILemy,wvho was a gsecretory of the

Women's Movement, in & rented smcoll house not for from tho
office, But meny times ,vhen we hod 4o £inddh our duties,

we hzd to stay overnight at the office with the driver ond
2 hovscumcid, vko prepered our mezls,

In the eerly moraing of October 18%, '65 we ctarted our
duty os usual, 48 most activists were at the sema time 2180

housevwives, they. used to cometo the office a 1lit.le later,
"It vas a great ghock for vd in hearing the information
from one of our chairvomenm, who came VEry warly, Shc told us

thet 6 generals Were kiduapped and murdered at Tubang Buaya
the duy before, in the fremevork of the 338t Septembexr Movement
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It ves the ploce of volunteers'training in perticular of members
o../ 4he People's Youth, Women's Movement, Twade Unions etc as
usual, 'We decided to look ariund in the city .8 ve didn't know emy -
thing ';)efore.

7 In front of the Communist Perty Headouarters we witnessed
the Yurning of the buildings end people plurdering.
Arrests wvere done everywhere ,Anyboldy cunel dered 28 commumist or

sympatysers was ceught, VWe stoyed overhight in & friend's house,
put we had to leave the followving day.

Fortunotely & reletive of mine hod merried o certein colonel,vho

was already retired, I knew thet he wos a supporter of President
Sukermno,Momy =also knew him since the time of the geurilla fight

in East Jave. agienst e Dutch iroupss

Ve were welcomed heartily, He gave us some fumds to ¢ ntinue

our sirug le, We decided rot to be together =il the timeg Only

&t night we returned to that place, I astarted to connect another
fricnd vho hed gene ebrowd mx to attend the Internctional Federction
of Trede Unions, ‘

Lany had heerd thet our leadexs oi the Women's
movepent o8 mombers of Purlizment got ihe opportunity to stoy
for awhile ot the Semcyan Sport Hell Complex,beccuse their homes
vere ransacked by the mobP together with thc apperates,

We decided lo know about their whereabots, The colonel's drivee
took w to that place, But approcching the zppertmente we stopped
2t a a.ma_'l_l cafetcria ,just tog be vigilent, The owvner emotionally
said :" 4h,, et night all the women inulde were tcken away Dby the
militery troup. thet should they have done to be t‘i:"ated like
crinmid:s ,, ch such olgd women,,!"

Ve quilly left the plcce, It must be maive to fall
into the trep of the suthorities, We *ricd to meet other friends
if poesible, Lemy hcd to meet one giez:d and I aaother one,
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We could 4o so at that time, as long as we hed sufficent funds Zor
the officidls in charges .

Deye and mony passed; What made us emotionally tense was

the slendees big letters on posters or written in big letiers
with chalk ox charcozl on the streetwalls a:tﬁng Gervanl members
doing sadistic activities against the Generals at Lubang Buayae
pulling gheir eyes off, or cutting their penisess Alco the
messpedia published all those slenderce Even mentioning that
some Gexwani lesders were prostitutes.

It was certainly ehgeneered by the present authoridy
under Ueneral Suharto , vho arrested President Sukarno wmtil
he pessed awey in 1969, fte vas considered o8 loyel to communism
es his slogan was the tnity amoung the three existing ideologies
§n Indonesia &% thet time | the netionoliste, the »enigious people
and the commmists (WAS/KOM) He never agreed to ben thé Communist
Porty.

In owr bulletin published in ine beginning of
1966 when President Sukarno was legelly still President, ve
gtated that we hzd to fight ageinst the samistic vegime of
Upnepal Sunarte Vo jnconstitutionally took the poOVier s

Our aim was to retuwrn President Sulerno into pever efein.

I got the duty to videspreoi the Bulletin &lso
45 foregpn Hnbassied, T did it guietly jn ‘the evening just
f]_j_n.ﬁ;ing them in the muiboxes along the main street of
Imcx: Bonjol, Diponegoro ctce

Such was our deily activities, Pefore being uvere
pearly onc yeax hed passed moving fror one pluce to the othex
Well , we hed gtill a lot of friends and supporters and
sympathisers , who assisted us with thedr activities, mentelly
ad well as £inanciallysss.b




mi- CAPTURE

Before being aware , we had been doing underground vork for more
than one year, during the last moaths reproiveing and spreading
the Bulletin in support of President Sukerno called PR P.S

( Supporters of President Suxerno's Command) «

© We hid a weproeluction machine in th;: sente@ house of
Sri, iy friend from the Netlonal Cowmeil of the Injoxrccizn
Mrade lrndons {SEBSI), Togscther with FHarti from the Formers! TUnion
the threce of us umed to come tozether rezulerly to ¢iscuss the
sitvation and futhYd cctivities, I received The moa u:*.ly imiletin
Iresm Lemy, vio som it from anothor three~| raong’ Zooun noOVe U,
It vus Guiiceted orainct President Suhcrto ,vho Xer¥EE decl ored
himeelf Presilent inconstitunclly. We kmew that Fresicdent
Sukexmo wes held as captive wntil hepacsed awcy in 1969,
bub ot @t Yime At vas Scptember 1966 vhan I 50T shonled by
the irorm.iion it my two £riends were crrested o TY meont
that ihey were locking for me tos, Ca apture oiter cepiure TO G
place, ror me end my IXiend L.y vep #pronlem not so bo cuug nt,
ke gisouluel varesves wid: LTrent noper rmd nppPIATLNL d
T hrd %o cut uy long bieck heiv chaging 1t lnto brow» ouTls
or sveninelly Wevy short like a Fomboy, Ihetuns ~tely eitinceads
conid be ‘odicinei! as fer s one coull piyF o Wich pricc,

Gyt £incdly en the 17t of Pebevezy 0% Lany vl L owemn
cavght on: by ore ud also mmother frinéd Biz frow L."' o
spots, It nust be a twraiter Who Jmew us procizely in reite of.
our discuises, We vere brought to Yupummg Shird Strzet in o
former Chipese Sclwol, I undersivod l:tr vy tha nince vas
et menervel to es Vihe Ghoet Jouee', I w.s them Inea

nanpow cell Culi of bloodspots on the well, I heard cries of
p:in outeide in the bLig intervogeivion ap*v.s..

My friead Lemy was #irst interrogoted, then my tarn cimbe.

[ w—un of insevvog:iehs in siriped wniformo wore stamding ocound
re, The Chicf called Acep grinaed at me § “Ai,,ad you tinyc;ir.:.!
How dare you to spread vampalets sapporting the forwer Presideat
against the New Guder, deh § ife you one of tne generzlg mulsrers 21
BeT:eaaaonable end tell me vhere your other friends cye !V
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He called some soldiers,who dr.gged me into a jeep next to
ghe driver; They took me around asking me where my other frineds
were staying 7 I wlosed my eymix®irmity my mouth firmly.
Tjey shook my arms shouting me to anwere ,But I just closed
my eyes too , behaving as if I was on the point of fainting]
One s oldier layed his ear on my breast to listen my heartbeats
I held my breath as if I was anconscious;

YAi,Ai,.if you die here,I 'll got trouble;."
So he returned to the Headquaerters at Gunung Ssharii, and reported
that I did'n want to utter a word: He put me on a chair in front
of the commander,
I kept silent ,looking at him without flickering; I felt my eyes
tense without being able to close them;

"How dare you tu buige out your eyes at me like thant ZI1"
Acep shouted angrily. Hc%:alled two solders next to himg
They took off my clothes and there I stood completely naked
in front of those grinning 'ghosts'.
"Come on, open your mouth...or !" and they beat me with lojg rotan
sticks all over my body. About eight of those 'ghosts' in striped
uniforms geeen and yellow;

I closed my gyes feeling the blows down on my naked
gomach, breast, face and arms;.Blood spilled from my mouth,
When I oped my eyes for a while I saw beaten men lying around
the cormers, many of them unconscious,
They dragged my around the small ydard "You see,.you will be thrown
in that hols and buried if you don't want to tell us anything"
I just shut my eyes again; Why should I tell them the secrets of
our undergr oundwork and betray my friends,it finally I would be

killed anyway!! flashed in mu mind
They could beat me to detah,if they wanted,but I should not

become a traiterx anyhow, They took me on a chair to lock at

the beatings of other detainees; A young man I knew was pushed into
/@ bambgo-basket, vhich they kicked around the yardT When he tried Yo
# free himself he ?ot more kicking mccompanied by laughter at the

"ghow";One of the soldiers opened the basket and bit one of the

ears of the detaineei; It fell off in a shower of bloodl
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mouth ; The comumonder pi-tied me, *Be a rood #irl, here,. ke on
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e brecuzht me fnto a cell,

nplease be retional,.if Tou el me SOV
end veere he ciayao, vov wil he £xacd " . .
T still kept silent, Vhen hz eme neay op slweut ts't-zchmz ny
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I qidn't %epow Zor how logf I heard & new voice mf‘“‘f"“' o
fEncush 4.l Ao WAL NET, .. I tndnik e hus W e prougi ..t?i
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ratkh tynfdhengo®oupderie v o rlog Tradinzt hoolhiwoet hex nedr

‘1/

ey BChonl Tha, In e vig Will Iomed gome om0 ovoomen: aecdnoey,
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Seen on he hir mete vheroe v owers  pushel fogethey , Foxe then
Foriy " ouwu: end givls ,amons othzr 2hinciz oule,

Spe weve Louiiioag Gl crying, A oluingis SRR wnY wmrsennseicove,

She yee ivierar wod Brhen she refnedw To Cpaddt aho JU
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mostly memoers of the Inoimsior "ourta Fovonent, e Reeple™n
Youth ox the lnwonesian Peonle's CnlGuww) Leapgn e and yowmy
Chirere & ucewtie asswsed as cllicd to ithe C,7.I1,
Once & duy Uiy gave ue some food, In vhis centwe of deliiuger

the nichts were more awful, becouse gust at night some dntalnrces
| eithet £rom the mun-side or gsomec{ us weuld be called up o

. I wazz “hen rancfcred to anot oo plice, 1t seemad 3 worser calhese

SRR (K o

LOWIDC wome: older vomen vhon L olensi, nog

inter.vgstions ~t the 'Cuosts'House' tuec plice of szndistic Tormes o




Upon return in the morning they were wounded and some of them
§ied during interrogation;

I rubbed my own face, which was swollen from the beatings and
my lips were inflamed; In any case I was still alife..!

At that time there was no other feelings than trying not to be

pnervous during interrogagions: Although my heart see.med tu burnm
with fire, my head had to remain cool and not to loose my mind;

I did'n 't want to dge now, even I had to pass preion;]i.fe:
Ainally someof us were transfered to another camp and our bturm

came; Lamy and I were called up and transfered to a building
in the centre of the town : It was narroy, men and women detainees

were pushed together, nearly hundred of ;wThe women squeezed in one
room while the men sleeping on the terrace in a Tow close to each
other; But still life was going on; The young students were playing
cards vhile making fun, A group made efforts to study languages
or accupuncture from experts;

In June 1967 we were moved again to another camp. This
time also overcrowded,so that we had to sleep in turng It was
just an ordinary house for one family, but we were nearly hundred,
We met here our two other friends, Sri from the Trdde tnion and
Harti from the Farmers'Union; So the four of us wexre completej
I 1éetened to the story of their capture in September '66,
Sri was severely beaten: {She was actually well built with yellowish
skin and big breasts; So when she had to stand naked in front of
the soldiers at the "Ghost House", she was greatly humiliated -
Foi some time she lost her mind staring mindlessly in front of
her Harti told% Some friends who studied accupuncture tried to
cure her by massage and reflexology,
Although in such horrible situation we triedto use the days as

best as possible, Some groups were learning from others various
skills and knowledged

— e o cooecupme o
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0f course when the guard was not in sightQ
I spoke with.a wellkown poet (Sitor Situmorang), who tried to
remain calm and humorous in the worst moments in our lifel
Chatting was better than being depressed’ I met ere a we}lknowm
lawyer, journalsists, enterpreneurs and ordinary ex-activists of
leftist massorganizations,once so powerful with millions members
throughout the archipell

/ Again we were investigated in turni Although no forms of
tortures like in. the “Ghosts'House®" were used,but still if the
military interrogator was not satisfied with our answers:..
He just slapped in my face like a naughty schoolgirl decades ago

| it hurt me more mentally,feeling deeply humiliated? Sweat. drops
fell from my face, when I returned to my place at the cornery
I just fell asleep: My friends tried to chieer me up, In fact we had

to comfort each either in order not to feel depressed;
I smiled when a friend told the group how to practice meditaion
or “yoga", the Indisn way to keep calm in any turbulences.
Other friends tried to make pipes from chickenbones, etc, I saw
a friend going from one corner in the morning to another corner
and returning to his sleeping cormer im the wvening as if coming
thome' from office, The space was just several meters longs
The episode of living in a narrow space like fishes in a tim,
finally came to an end, when one by one or in groups , we were
transfered into the prisons{

’ Our turn came ,.a group of men detainees among them
a lecturere of the University,a journaldst and some activists
entered then bus and they called us: the four women?
The bus sped to the big prison at Salemba] I still remembered our
friends, thin, pale and in ragged clothes, while the military
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guards shouting powerful, when they saw them flickering towards us,
the women, Im like saying goodByei All what we had , especially
notes, papers,any books were cllected and burnedi We regrettied
the notebooks with meditaion lessons of Yoga: a method to obtain:
peace of mind in the chaos of worldly tumults
Finally all the women detainees were ordered to get into
the bus again and we sped up to the Women Prison of Bukitdurii
0E;.how big and sturdy was that building Later I was informed
that it was built during the Dutch colonizl time for rebellious
(ingenious' people or 'inlander'; Some were sentenced to deatl and m
pany others were banned lifelong to Boven Digul in West Itiant
Onee I read wbout those heroes, the figaters for independence
pany decades agoi
o )(It turned out that the big building was devided into
two sections, the left one for the women criminals and the right
section for the political detainees? In the centre was a big hall
~ used for gatherings or celebrations and in front was the office
 of the guards% Unfortumately the four of us were not brought to
the right wing together with the political detainees, butﬁ.solted
in one room. among the criminal deyainees +The guard said 'it would
be just for a certain time as my friend Lemy was needed as witness
at the Court of a Communist Leader,who participatesd in the Sukarnmoi
ist Group issueing the Bulletin Bupporting President Sukarno,
We didn't have the opportunity to coantact our friends at the poltic
cal Section,In 'me&aeginning we were rather afraid amidst the wo -
men criminals like munierens,thieves,kidnappers,cheaters etey
But soon we understood that they were mostly kind to use Probably
the y felt sorry for us,as we were completely jsolated day and night

Even i
our door and windows were al the time shut/{

g r——- — — ——
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Once, during a rainy day we heard someting falling from the high
window near the ceilingi It turned‘)ut to be a package of fried
cassave, smelling deliciously: It seemed,that behind the wall
as the kitshen of the criminal prisoners? Oh%,How kind they were...
The second time was, when somebody opened our window to clean it,
but at the same time tossed down some fried fishes inside,

We thanked them quietly in oreder the guard would not see ite
We were really among sympathetic people; More than one month

we were therej Even socalled 'criminals' had a human heart ,
feeling sorry for us,who were isolated day and night without enough
food¥

a / When on the 27th of July '69,Lamy came from the Court

Session of the Communist Leader Sdm, she told that the latter
was sentenced to death just on that day,which was accidentally
his birthday,; #nother friend from Surgbaya was also brought as
witness ;She was captured in ©alembang and brought to Jakarta
and stayed in the room next to oursy:

Finally our days in the Criminal]Section of Bukitduri were
finished and we were returned to our . Detainees'Camp; Ve told
our friends there about the frifély women criminals ,vwho many
times 3muggled7éome delicious snacks for us,

Our friend the humorous poet remarked "ph ,,.certainly there are
a lot of themes to write about,,.It's a pity I am not a woman !¥
0f course everybody laughed,
Afger several days the four of us were sufldenly called up
returning to Bukitduri Woemn Prison, This time we entered officially

the Section of Political Detainees at the right wings

L o
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14 was a lot of hugging and kissing, as mos¥ of them we kKnew
already 7 such as the leaders of the Indonesian Women's Movement
and activists of all the mass organisations ,with whom we have
worked together many years before 19659

We were put at Block C ,again in gisolation as Whis
Block was suppsed to be }prepared for those marked as "dangerous '
We as Epiloque activists belonged to this group because when
the organisations were banned we still continued our activities,
Others in this Block were the young teenagers arrested at Lubang
Buaya, they were members of People's Youth;But during our
underground work we read that they were members of the Indonesian
Women's Movment participating in mrdering the Generalsy.
4h;.later we would know everything about the truthy
In any case ,we wP& now far from the "Ghosts'Houese', the interro-
gation centre with inhuman tortures,.

For the first time since our arrest ~nd in verious

camps I could breatic relieved and tried to sleep’d
What would tomonrow briyélil for us, we had just to wait and see J.!
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Upon returning to Indonesia T started working as +ranslater in
the Headgquarters of the Tndonesian Woemn's Movementl
1n 1903 1 got the duty %o join the Women Workers' Delegation
to the Congress of Tnternational Women Workers in Bukarest,Runania.
T4s chairman was Sri who was the chief of the Bomen's Section
od the Indonesian Workers'Federation ( DBSI)’
Ohsss.like rewinding a esin T abill renedben ioss £aoss ol NONEL
$rom various countries, whife or yellow skimned, brown or black wi
with: hair like gold, blond or black, and eyes of browm, blue OF
yellowish. colourse = e
211 of them united in one aim. ©o defend women's rightss
Every fight has its consequencesg ﬁ@ older friends, who experienced
the Dutch colonial time and fought against colonialism, were
banned to Boven Pigul in the 30-ies ( West Irian) stated, that
every fighter 4o face tne 3 B (Buang, Bui,Bunuh) to be banned,
to be inprisonea OT to pe killedTisase
And now L was here;.. 1solated in the prison, Pujin my case
T had to De thankful, than® I I was till alifes
Wnere there 1is 1ife, there is hope yisn't it 2)eceanes
I lookea around in my small celll

_a friend had given me 2 pillow containing no soft cottonwool
hut a collecvion of pieces oI textile piecec , @8 her mother was
a dressmakers I opend the pillow ,collecting the various colorful
pieces o T started to meke dolls, the faces with embroidered
eyes, nose and red lipse The hours passed awaye
On daytime we could borrow SCissoTrsy knives and threads but those
things had %o be collected in the evening for aanger of suicide
with those sharp thingsm , they sailds

e e e
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I sow foreign countries cnd met young people from all over

the world, I started to write letters to a friend in Jakerta, \
the sery of letters was entitled : I saw a new world .

It turned out, that my friend published them in the People's
})aij:y . 2 left wing deily, It was the beginming of my carrier
as journalist,

Wen the Youth Pestival wes over I got the duty to
join the Women's Internctional Democretic Federation (¥, I,D.F)
as the Indonesien VWomen's Movement was one of its mcmbers,

Its office was in Berlin, Cermcny, It was very interesting
I vorked together with representetives of many countries, such

25 Beat#ix from the United States, Madeleine Rossi from Italy,

the ch:irwomen was Modame Cotton from France,

I lived together in azp rtments along the Orankestresse with
Bilgis from Irag,she was at the same age like me ,about twmty five

yecrs,Next door was Shehnaz from Iren end in another room was

lMoud £rom Sweden , Didi from India end another friend from Spcin,

ouwr office was at Unter den Linden, in front of the fumioldt
Ueiversity, Ve were like & glcbcl fomily interested in the

detence of VWomen's Rights in the shole world.

Ve attended intermctionul Confercnces like those held in
Helginki (Finlemnd), Leuscune, S:ies, even in Chinag
{ /Several matiomal orgcnisetions invited ue at their Congresses

Like Didi and me to attend the Congress of Femme Francais in
Paris, Vienna, Austria end Oslo ,Sweden,

It was really en interesting period of my life bcing in deily conta
conteet with women from verious pationalities,

I spoke zbout the fight for independence in my country <nd

the position of women vhich was still lower than the.t' of the

men in most Asien Africen countris,
For three years I stayed there, traveling meny times

Lto other countricte B ‘ u‘:/*—«//*"éaef
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gnthousiastically I produced dedls with various national dresses
of diffrent countries as well as from various provences in Indo
nesia; In the evening when I looked at them especially the doofs'
eyes, 1 felt like having company, not just completely alones.
Also my yearning for the outside world with sceneries of pa{m‘a'ees
waving at the beg& was somehow reduced by doing patchwork making
pictures of coconut trees along the beach with waves of the
blue seay I was fortunate to have studiéd painting during
my student yearss.

when sedt”g my handicracts my friends started to like
them and excangeld them with tea, sugar and snacks yvhih they
received from theo;r families, Even they encouraged me to produce
more to sell them via their visiting relativesg
Only two of the four of us received family visits ,although
rare;I did n"t have contact with my family as they lived far
away in Solo, Central Javai

Once a day ﬁe four of us were brought in front of the
gucrds' office to have one hour 'sunbath', although strictly
guarded; Even going To the toilet or taking our baths , we were Guar
" ded?
{é\\/ 1968 new detainees entered the prison; They ‘come trom Blitar
" after a failed revolt against the regime, lhey were also isolated]
It so happened that there was daily only two guards doing their
duty in turn, They entrusted their esponsibility of rzontroling
the blocks to the socalled 'block-chiefs' choseb from among the
detainees supposed ¥o be loyal to the guardasi After certain periodéd

they were changea’:
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once ve got & block-chief who could play a double role, intel-
1igent enough ‘to seem ob’liging thimiliary guards but at the
seme 'time violating thfer rules to relicve our suffering , especieal
1y for the icolated detainees She dared to open pur lockedd
doo es soon= 28 the guad left ghe blocks to return to his office
whj.y was sbout several hurdred meters from the blocke

We theltoula free{'s-y ascocizte with our other friendss,
spert from the teenagers of thePeople's Youth there were some

realt kids of two to 4 years old brought along by thelxr respective
mothera,“sua.lly their fothers were also arrested 80 nobody could

s teke cere oft themg

Qur b,ockchief Yus taught the children like Yoyo ot Tetty a special
cl}‘ildren's song and upon :i.nstruction they seng it vhen the guard
1eft the office approaching our blocks,

lus wouléd cuickly push the isol:tion detaine es irto our own cells
ond (8lock' the door wes locked epain .

The other friends returned %0 their dcily routire jobs a8
teilors,er clustered in the yerds while doirg their work like
crocheting, kritting, orembroidering waitir-g for the inspection
of the guwxrd .

JR——
During my life alone in the cell, I tried to write poetry
just to push away every thought vhich might lead to stress.
Some of those were the following %

42 Peace in my heart !

2; A vhisper of hope !




A whisper of Hope

In the deepest darkness of the night
Knocked down by a gulf of sorrow
Painfully squeezed beyond compzrison
During years of glowing fire {.

In, the silence behind walls
Piercing through the iron bars

ThoBe whispered a string of words
Full of hope in future peace

How dark the night might be
anf dreadful the storm could be
Once the storm would comety an end

Fresh and bright the sun would shine

In the deepest darkness of the night
T hear a whisper of kope
Coming from HIM, whose love embraces us 211

who do not daubt in His poweT seslll




Beace ib ny heart !

walls and bars

jre witnesses

of all turmoil

ind grief in my heart

Days became mc?ths
Years were' quickly flying
Like a very loug nigu.

Sinking in freezing nothingness

Silent and quiet

TLocked up in my cell
Par away from the noises
In complete lonelinessy

A
A31 turmoil in my heart

Quietened in the t‘remﬁla of peace
In Full belief in HIM
L
The Crator of the Universe.

Walls and bars
Became witnesses
0f the Deepest joy
Thrilling vh my heart
in full belief ..V

i —
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Years have pussed since we were thromn into Bukitduri
Womeny F’rison in the Southern Part of Jacaria in 1967.

Ve weze conuidered as Epiloque deteainees, those who af ber
1965, the banning of 811 leftist orgenisations, were otill
sctive; Therefore we were assumed as 'dangerous' and had to be
igoloted in Plock C, We stayed together with a dozen yormg
girls ¢l of them %eensgews, evcumed as directly involved
in the %0th September Movemeat, They vere arrested in 1965
at Tvbhang Bucyz, the place ofvhere th § (eneruls were wur-
deved by a milit sy wnit; APter p while they were ecger 1o

fell us their stories; In the media knd pooters in Uhose
deys they were considered as Gerwani members but in fact
none oi them vwere 2 membex of the Women's Movement considering
iheir age at the time of their erreet; They were m=abers of
People's Youth who got militery treining % TLubang Busya,

in that period durimg the contlict Yetween Indonecia and
ilzyeia colled Dwikora 14 wes uenel to join wmilit xy training
by messorgenicetiont Yo+t only the commwrist £1)ied masSs orgini-
satione, but alsc by the pztioralist and meliricus sroups.
aier President Stkarmo the thres jdeologien thysthnee, TEMifiaa
(NAS/KOM) weve unlied in the figat againegt imperi: lism

fbout the 31) Sept,love ent itself it has been expliined beiore
e poin tdrg wac to wse CETVANL 28 the obiect of cccusciion
of horriblc deeds of sadism agiantst the 6 gencxanla,

Ind these girls were the victims of the essumpiion th.t

as members of the Women(s Movment they hed committed srdistic

and pormogrephic activities at Lubang Buaya,
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ey were widely reported in the m: semedia that they hed

taken off the eyes of the generals, cutting thelr penises
after doing sex , Such horrible stories were published,
One report stoted thot these 'Gervoni members' had taken
of? their clothes and nekelly they danced the socallad

L
Wpsepredt Tower Dnce’,I asked the cjidldren how ves the trufh.

I/ Tae fact wae thet these children vere arrested 2t Lubang Buzya

ey heavuly beaten ,some oY them even =upel 1ik? W,fhe Gec=ae manta.

1ay disturbed since then , Anf it was in Bukitdurd Prison,
where taey tovk lelr clolhes off in the meeting hell,vitere
they had to junp and Bhout while being put in a video steips
This wee beliTo®ed ce Wic socalled 'Frograt rlower Dance'
{aicen dm Lubzng Bugya . There was also & ycung inrocent house-
wife vho's husband owicd the well im which the zenercla were
throin. She hicé been hewvily Dbeatem , dhe used to sit for
vovree stupificd alone,

A2 now rore Ve Were together in 3Slock g JUe vere ijiogeiuner
about one hundred inmcies, Block A was occupisd by women
le:ders cnd impot.nt personsges like ihe wives of communi =%
iecders, Block B wvas occupied by wore or less ordinexry
Gerweni or %ra oiner messorg.nisstionss members arcesied

in the cxeec of the verious dacarts miliory Deictricls,
Some of them were slgo heavily beeten ,even raped by the
pilite vy interroguniorse

The more we ot the stories ci their cxpcriences duwein g
e syrests, the move we heard horrible oiries like the
time we weve arvested in February 167; Wony died during
the interrogstions and beatings TO0,

In auy case ve were still alive , bubt hovees




-3-

Iz the beginring ve got as deily food twice a day some

rice gvegetzbles cnd & piece of fish; Never @ breekfest

qurizg 2ll tbe yearss Leber on 1§ became rice-porridge
wome vegetebles end mo £ish, even

e worst vae some grains of molz ,comc vegetcbles, Vel
ui hout salts Hunger vas our deily suffering. Bepeeivlly
for those YyOVDE girls,ueuelly colled tenilinen's
Hout of thew 244 no® gul Tegily Vigins oue VE trisd we
UV  cavilg unyihing seteble fvom e govden oll Tinds
of leaves usuzlly nit to be eaten, =f:T &8 they were not
poi;;cnoua.Even stems ang green buds of 1 1loveTEe

\\/But the solidarity among ws irpmates vat hizhe myboe\s,r,amo

.' ot r.‘.l:amily vigit eng preceived cone foud, deviacd 1% W

SURCG o‘!.‘.xc-;c.; ,uspeciz:.‘!.];y +those who WETE gick,
For MEe L85 + St my teeth guring wac heatings et the
time of my arrest, ‘T hed to mek e my food VEXY scott by
;_‘,:r.’.n;),ug 34 wita o sToue O- {he aliinium plete.
Pow us fovr in she isolation XOOM, every girt lrom tie other
g-iendo meant 2 tot, as ve were guiiering Lyrom 211 icinds of
geceases st the sftermeth of ovF tortures ot oue areeste,
As two of our jnme tes vere former medic L doctors, the ¥
suggestved tact the weakesT {riende ghouvld 8&Vv \lailﬂ one gRess
of the f1mid af ter boilirg the Repetables, Usuelly it wae
“hrown awaye 1+ must still sontoin  the vitemines of the
vegetehles, although it 4 sted bitter .
Some friende WO got ‘the avty %o work ir the gerden ‘took
the inisiative to collect &iible gnalls, aiigoveh we

ncd never eaten such meats 'STill it is meat vesjust WY them 1"
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ye did pot heve oil, so the smalls would ’be' half roasted on
hot stones in the gurden Some of the inmates got visiturs from
theor relstives , They told that ia the men l-rioon in Salemba
.nd Tcuperang thay even ate umai";neat ingtead of chickcn
o bufufln meat, Scme of the husuvendc were #l8o deteinces in the
men plronse
In Eowgeraayg prisca ,some ¥m outside of vagarta WLy atfa from
hInZET o

Soping 4 t hunger period et night ve w.od tc hear
the gicl. gryiagd and showting Zeeling opRUCGSRedy =% n-body
kne when would be the end,
Shey west syeested end eccused of commitilug Suul Morrible
crimes, hich wetunlly were completle lieS.
when the foue of us were brought Yo court in 4075, hofove
my defemce I stata? vhy those children were rot Sfousht to court
eng in voga of belng wmoeilty, they nad o bo coon velonese |

Dut w0t tho iersl LCEDONES,

Oniy ihsn Were wek ¢n internationzl vrgLe O free the Giousind
of dersimeca Zin 11y they were released in 1875, ToOX thoee
Shileren it memnt Pourtecn years of thelr youd. waishd behind

.

the 1mon bare, vithout any evidence cf crim2b,

/ Wiiem the hungeX paroisi;eﬁ gome tipes WE evchanged some
clothes ,snone Dlougel with 2 mundafel of food from ihe criminel
section ,the 1o tuilding in Pukitduri, We hed To €0 it very
cexet i1y J.Il ories mot Yo be obgerved by o fuszting

It happoued et OVX Detiroom wee next To thot of the criminals
e woll deviding the two parts of ike 1onz; bhathroom hed an
open space abave, ’;ﬁxroug,h which we excncnged our clothes with

pecckets of rice in bananal(aves,
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We used to hid the pecket in our twelely while valking reidly
to the blocksy

Still,dey by day the hunger beceme worsty
One of thz girls, the youmgestw-she was only thirteen
«1en she wes arrested as 'political detainee', She vas
rother fot end showt,nicknemed Fatty ard used to make jokes
in spite of the trcgic cordition in the urison,
/Baib time Hae zhouwed tnat we weve Li.oted Just 28 youts
vite juet meiz end leaves 2B duily ficod, the othay
girls cgresd «nd ohiried togther minicking e blzabing
of goct.a" mBeelk, , cabeek, .1
e neyt tome wlhen the militexy zusad enbexed o blocks
for iuspretion we herrd fyvom el) roons e bleating of
gosts in 1l irTonctions,
Tie et wnecretou airmectly vhat iV mcant, . conly geote
got gack Lild of foud drily..) He bec.nc frrviows nd
rod inm liii XN#ceg ahouwing o Lt wisdeking tha visatiug
of portul.iut 1% winh on,Jor = wiile
Then 4ne cweed lost i poiience ard poehed evexry boly
i1 the cells .nd locks “hen, Yo +uo deys &1L _la“{*l‘o .
were puniiiiet wi thout food in the isolition LIODE «
Yot the older ik tog ¢id mol breoons Gy i minct the
Yiowa GEasnn o7 Gwwe chilireng Tasdrod, Dy Louwghdd
wpd later on wuill Jeughed racuvering ihe angry guerd
vhile heaping the thle.ting ' oo A Lethildven,

Iy P childien, jead Famges poainT Wy Leme L3

czoer IEITEEET

e e e -~
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ﬂ"_}& Cultural activities;

In spite our suffering from hunger and wei:v2l stress we tried not
to loose our Spirit;

vhile looking at the teenagers we as adults had to be more reso-
jute and able to endure hardship;

During those times we were again interrogated , this time not
py military orficers, but some civil prosecutors to take

our verbal official report in anticipating the court session;
But when whuld it be, it was just a question (i.Y

It was already nearly five years whmce entering the prisom,whemw

I felt really very weak from. lack of vitamines and daily food%.

During one of the interrogation by a prosecutor, I dian't tell

the truth about our underground w ork as usuwal,

He presented a written: statement of one of our women leaders

who told everything about our underground worlk, telling everything

concerning thl groups, even the names7 4h such a traitor !!!

I was ultimately shocked, so that sudden.ly.I could not move

my right arm, My nerves seemed to be cracked down by such a

trairtory; This disappointment was a climex, for two years

I coul not hear and could not move my right arm even untal

t<n years later as going to see a doctor was a rarity for use
Sti11 we did not want to become hopelessy

We tried to meke our prisonlife as best as we could in spite of

the poor food and medical services we could not obtainy

ﬁe young teenagers liked 10 learn singing and dancing, They held

Various competitions of gymnastics and other sports in the

yerd; Every morning we had to do morning gymnasticsg

Table tennins was allowed to be &one, even for us during our

daily time of ' sunbathn's.
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In that way the years passed;

once Carmel Boediharjo,. who worked ath the Department of

Poreign Affairs entered the prisom after Minister Subandrio

was arrested and detained at Nirbayal Carmel was once a representa~

tive of the British Stugents'Union working at the Headquarters
of the International Syudents'Union in Prague;

She met the Indonesian representatiove of students,Budiherjo

and finally became his wife returning home %o Indonesia with
him?

Some of us formed a group to study English conversation
with her; In turn I teught the teenagres elementary Englishy
We were lucky, ¥nat Yus was still entrusted as block-chief,
so that the opening and closing of isclation doors became
her damlt routine, We,. the isolation detainees were still
forbidden to communicate with the others;

We also performed plays in a rather wide space between the
blocks; Of course some friends nd to take the duty to monitor
the guards; As soon as one of them left the office to approache
the blocks, we had to stop quickly our activities and did the
the daily routine of embroidering, sfwing etc, vwhile the
jsolation detainees like us,hal to rush to our cells and lockedl

)K My friend Damy and I wused to write the plays, mostly
sbout the geurilla troups fighting for independence against
the Dutch. colonial troupsS. We h-d a lot of rememberances about
the tome between 1945 -- 1949, vwhen ve were teenagers; I was at
that time a courier of the geurilla troups, making contacts beween the
. villages and the city of Solo, Central Javas.
I got the duty 2s playdirector, chooisng the suitable

players’,
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As Dutch soldier I asked Carmel to play the role as she was
the only Buropean, tall, whteskinmed, with a straight nose,
the exact type of the Dutch figures

She did it very excellent, but sometimes she just
mugbled " Wow... I have to play always the loosing ome ! J
of course all of us laughed;
we used to stage such plays approachinh IndependenceDay ,the 17th
of August to give the youngsteres some imegess of the struggle
of the older oness.
Once it happened, that our friends who had to monitor
the guards seemed t§ be too much engaged in watching the
play and the code-song Wwas eard rather too lates
We rushed to our isolation cells quickly and felick?
the door was locked; But it was not quick enough for Carmel
to change her "sollier"s" clothings; So the other friends just
dragged her into one of the nearby xooms and covered her with
a big blankets. The guard was inspzcting the 1roOmS,
nShe got suddnely i1l, probably jnfluenzia' told émah;
At that time there was an epidemy of Hongkong -Flu spreading
over the country, So the guard quickly ells’rt the blocks, afraid To
be contaminated; The guards never pid attention,if enybody got
sickiss 47
We were lucky that the guard did no}’ have any suspicion/
¥hat if he knew, that Carmel was insoldiers' dress with a pistol
in her pockets.s of course just for playing !
gince that time on we continued our English studies,

We also held competions in singing,dancing and poetry readibf.




=7

Sometimes, it happened that we got the/order from the commander
$0 ;tase a play formally for the occa_as!m of Independence Day,
Chistmas or Irebaran..])a,y (the end of the fasting month)
It was then. staged. in the big hall in the middle of the
two wings,. the lef¥ for the criminals and the right wing
for us, poltical detainees,

Many guesq from outside the prison were invited,
They were quite impressed by our play, singing and dancingi

Yess:we had to meke our prison-;ife as sustainable as possibki,
We didn"t know, when would be the end?

But we should not loose our spirit and hope in the futurel!!!




ﬂl Yisita of the International Red Crose,

Some years:later for the first time we got a visit of the
xnternationgl Red Cross delegatton, one from Switserlzbd and
enother one from Germeny; They Aidn't bring a translater with
theyy¥ As the guards didn't speak English, they asked us who
among us could do it,

As I was knovn as an ex-translator, I was chosen together
with my £riend Tibi, vho was a former lecturer ot the Indo-
nesian University before;

¥hile walking around, I told the Red Cross deleation about

our sufferings, the lack of food and medicel care, If enybody
became ill, che wes not directly brought %o a doctor,

The lcet time Bumiri died from weckness ,sympboms of high
blood~pressure without doctor's control.

in the office I obligedly transluted the cuestions
and enswexs, "How many times a day do tha detainees get their
meals and how much 24
The gverd answercd " Well, coricinly three times o doy, rice
soup end dishes, enongk for them I ihmi:, Tock ey ave
healthy 1%
T trenclcted his enswer £ully and loudly, hut cdded in a vhisper,
n He lies, ve donfget enough, wny times only once und not
even rice, but maiz or cassave -
It seemed that Tini said the same to the other delegutes,
We hade to look seriously so that the guerd vould not be sus-
picious about our translution even contrary.
The delegotes noted everything down, Ve gl.oved the rooms
s ine sleeping ccmenied 'beds! without wny metiress cnd blankets,
Many friengs just slept on the damp b-re flcors, and when it
roined,it could be incgined how we Telt,
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1t conteined a nice bl:nket , nice clothes end chocolates
I aion't teste such delicious chocolates for meny year;
The packet was accompanied by a letter from a Dutch woman
introducing herself as a friend who knew my condition

end woyuld continue to contact emd assist us ;

For the other three, each of them got also & packet with

a moving letter of friendship,

The thirxd time we met anovther I,R,C delegation wes in 1980
during our stay at the new '‘cngersmg Women Prison, wherc we

were woved from Bukitduri; It was some kildémelers ewey away
from teh caplial of Jacaxrta;

It wes just on time, as I suffred from allergy Tor several

months and was not brought to the Lsepitzl for mcdical care,

How heppy we were like meeting 0ld frineis,
How beautiful ard nice was international sojidewity | | R

T
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/ when the second Internctional Red Cross delagation came

af ter ‘W; ?ars in 1974, the fouwr of us were already transfered
to the left ving emong the criminals; But the ddlegates
jnsisted to meel the four of us after they finished their

visit to the political section, They hod cur nemes aud
urged to meet usg

The officer in commcnd was obliged to take them to us af ter
pessing geveral closed doors until the left wing,

We were surprised and happys This time they brought their
ovm ‘translater along, Vhen the guard left ws for a vhile

they told us thut for each of us they hod found & speeciel
group of Anmeé:jty Inte:nztional supporters,mostly In Buropes
For mw in Nethe.lend, for Hurdy in Buiss and for the other
two £ricnds in Britain and Germenys

Oh... Ve were not forgotten, ve %111 had friends,
who fought Zor hume rights,
This time the deleg~tion presented vs 211 deteinees each
a metiress to sleep on, Already SO meny epys we did't feel

the soft matixess. Urerd
¥hen wa for the firsy +ime triel to esjoy sleeping on the

mettress, we sometimes woke up stortled when our fingers
felt the softmess of the mettress containing cottonviool,
My friend Harti got the idea just to put our usual strevmat on the
mattress , In that vay vhen in the middle of the nighs
we voke up and our fingers touched the steewmet , we felt
rvelieved and continuecd gleeping like usual,
Oh, Jow funny it vas |

pter 2 little vhile efter the vieit we gota pecket
from the Intermetionsel Red Crose,; The R¥A officer did not
deve, not to send then to us, beceuse the Sovecrpment hod

on agrrement with the I,R,C.




m Together with women-crimin-l1s,

starting from 1974 ,vwhen the Internctional Red Cross Centre
delegation met us for the second time, we were already

trensfered to the left Section of Bukitduri prieon amindst
the women-criminals in blve vniforms,

11thovgh for scverzl years the fowr of us still lived in

one cell, bub our fcllow prisorers used to epnroshh us the
windows end teld us tcir storics freely.

phen efter oux courtsesnions the door was Linally umlocked
during daytine, ve could communicate with our neighbors

more intimctelyas

is they vere mostlF yowmg girls o vomen, t{e_y called uvs
‘mumy®, vherea the women-guards fhey adrressed as 'ibu' (mother
or modam) s So tmummy ! was more sptime e,

I begon to now the crininal woria, %he Tife of
pid:podiets,swindlers, triefs, kignapperd, dmgtraders or
sMugIlers, and murderers, They were pevally considered as
1goci. 1 garboge'. But vere they reelly £ vh:re?
veren‘t thoy huparboeingt 106G, vho verc wniortwnoate ond hed
reasons in doirf their crimes % I becane the more irterested
dcy by dey vhile 1istening to their stories,

1 remembered my years befoxe 1965 ,vhea I workel <& trancliter
for toreign jourmelints, jneluding a Bravaa journalist from
the Sovict Tnion; .At the same time I wrote vriivles end

short stories for verious Newsplpes ond megezines,

At ‘those times ve interviewed high ofTicials, cven mivicters in

Presidential Pzlaces
But now I ues here cnd hai  the oppertumity to t

vwrite the life stories of the lowest class citigens toosed down

in the priscn,

commiiting crimes but I bepen

0f course I could 1ot justify ? ind verious

b
4o undertsand the reasons vhy =nd  the potives
types of crimes,
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Som
For instence there was Terg#y, a sweet darkskimmed young woman
from Indramayu, & region at the Northern beach of Vest Java
wellimovn for its sevbe poverty, '

vhen she jmt 2 small kid, Her mother worked in the mrket

cerrying loads of vegetebles and cocomuts piled up on her back
vhen she ceme home she used to collapse from exhavstion,

As z little girls Tarsem wanted to work as childcurker in

e sigevet factory %o help her mother fecding her voungen
prother and sister, although she earned conly very little.
farsem told me haltingly ¥ We used ==t to eat ceassave OT

n.iz, o8 rice wee very expemsive for us, Omec day e neighboring
girl Minem, vho used to wozik in “Yacarta, came home,
She persuaded me to go to Jacarta in order Yo be able to
send ¢ nough money for my mothcr , I joined her with
agreat expectations, But what hcppened 7
Minam brought me to 2 brothel caclled 'Sieel nights?,
She hzs vorked tifre for yeras ae prostitute vrd so bucome I too.
T hsd no choice, For three ycars I workedthere.
I was just a Spaythinet with a30fseet hachends svery night,.
0f coarse I hod dresms of boing loved by = o, I ycaned to
finich wiih this 1ife somehov,
Once iy roommate stole some jewelry apd a lo® ol money
from & customer and fled ,So I had o De inprisoned ia hir plece
Ah,,.in any c2ge I can sleep guietly nov ¥, dhe smiled
Inother one wes Keliug ,a plckpockat BPeople viere
ahou'w_ng..miet..meﬂ" I was canght ctealing redhended
a few cans of serdines in the market, I was bezten across
mey face, heed ard body. I bit my lips ond hold back

the pain, I diénT shere & tear. Thet wae vhy I ceme liere,
mummy | I was born benesth a bridge across the Ciliwvung river

in down town dJacarta, I did't lmov my perents oI was brorht up
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' A
bt lia' Iseh 9;; ble fingered middle aged women vho wes & D
pickpocket ?,era!lf o e had some moternsy feelings tovards me,
ner T vas small, she used Yo carry me on her hips

formally a vegetable treder, But she frequchtly stole anything
from the shopt?. &nd when she vwas caught and sent to jail I

« Se vee

eccompani@ h't:'ﬂ-‘ as I was too smell to stay on my own,

Ma' Isch 'taugsrb me the skill of pickvocketing; Thei€s how I
= h-ve liveg for years just like thc other pickpockets and thieves,
sleef.ng curlel up next to my friemds near the piles of vegetzbles
in t;ie market or in the dooxways of some shone nearby, also

mder He bridges when the water vas not high,
Mr frine,& Udin exd I vicre the best in stzoling, We were not

allowed /b0 beg, Ma'Isah didn't like it, T¢ her stealing or
pickpocketing ic 2 dangeroue 'profession' with consequences
tq_:’bu cavght, vhereas begging is just for the lrgy and desperate
.;%cplé. Wien I met 2 schoolgirl ir uniiorm carry Anz hooks
undcx her ormz, I somctimes hed e feulin: of envye,. ak
oy vith cuch Whowhic I Yhere wig o vell Yetween twrir woxlsd
and OUCeee! Zut a pickpocket oo cericinly drecas,
you kaowl

then I bccame &}Jttl.—: cléer, i flsch took wncther
orphanaged youlh boy 28 her adopcd son, I was huppy to get
a brother vhe wzs some years older tham me, "ho covid defend
me when I got troubles,
His nzme was Yopeng or Pcckmurked, A8 yeors pasced Bopinz-’: beccme
a sturdy youug men ,who could eesily hrul dewn huge wighto
of Rice dovn from the trucks into the varenousecs, That vas
his 'officinl' profes3ion, At other times he uoed to cteel
car-spotlights vhich was his specidlity ,just a8 ea®) of
his friends hed their own specialjtu in stealing,
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Like mr nmgd Dedeh for erample used to chet anim-tely with
the ycung men e.mi snctched their wallets cleverlys

when she B')mut'au *Pickpocket, ,pickpocket 1" together
with ihe others,robody suspected her,
In wy community to be a prostitute was considered of a iower
stotus them a thief . Ve entered and left a primon ,but con-
t:!,nuei\ our 'profession',
As years passed Bop wng saoued not only brotherly effection,
but the beginning cf love, which get full reo: .ofc decp in my
heart, ‘i"}a‘ Iszh wos heppy thet Bopeng and I lovei each others
wo sy, het love is zmb only for those who hrve houvse
and much MOLEY 2leee

Ha'Issh hed the dream to mamy us tofficizily’
in her home-villege one dayeSo ghe mi}ad Jopeng =xd me to

colledt enoush mony, althouzh by stealing =xd picipocketings

But you SCC. .00 I zm hore, elthoneh T il juut Tor some months
and Bopuays in iIn dhe men pricon, Hc vill se welansed cooner than
I amd of cousse he Vill vifijt mo ton ¥ Keling's ew s

sgorkled geilye

tnothexr type was & middle aged voman aickn-med SDruculc' o8
ghe had mumered four persuns during seve=il mointiG o

She didAtt show any feeling of regrets Once che bolil 1€y thot
she g6 could not conirol her deeds, shen ghe g { or hod

e grudge pgainst somebody. But in everydey life ¢he was kind
and helpful tovierds the other prifnerte

I thoyght she aust be suffering of a ceriein peycholorical
device o S0€ gno be hendled by 2 pr-:;rdx:.mris‘.; thengs
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Not cnly poor ;peeple entered the womene~prison; There was a
peautiful wealily youmg Chinese womn nzmed Yeng, vho was

gentenced for ton yeers inprisoonment ,beecuse she hoid m&l F——
nusband/

nfh,. it vas a tragedy, I regret it,but too lote,
We were merried several yeare amd got a son; But I fomd

N ‘.;ha:%\e took a mistress in Singapore; Sone frience from
ginrepore told xx it %o me,
I went to Singepore to Zind out wethee the rumey coous my husbend
ves true, He vometimes didn't come home fox o loxg, tine,
T did;l't ineet him thcre, but the neighbors ensured my that
,d';’\:as the house of my Busberd and hin 'wite',

4 so huppencd, that l:i) Jekerta, I took purt in & snootdng
lesson 8 & Sport 2ag it was common among the elite o So I
Z kurov ¥ how to handle a pistol and shoot,
vh’hez % :).'e'tu:c;e{i to Jacari. ,I mede the gruesore plen  to kill
.ony husbend, At night wien iy pusbend wae viot asleep I took
" my pistdl end shot hiw on his neort, He dicd immeliately,
I r%rteﬂ %o ‘the police axnd vas deteined end browsht To
trial, It was all like a pightmire, But T rerlly wormat 1%
ag my little son ceontinvously accuses Mo My, vy Aid
you kill daddy ,mnul 2181

Gut ap she was a millionaive in thone Tiues uhie was

sble th bribe the authoritics , Her officicl sentence was
ten yesrs 10ng,brt gvring the® period ghe woe 2llowed to

go home mow end them of ccaese by paying nlilionge

Mnd tinc1lly on the base of variocud oviieics of the Lew shu

got npany yeers reduction end was peleased ofTeT 3 yeerte
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fiot like ofper murderers, vwho hed to be inprisoned for th
. ;i e
vhole Pe:iod\gf the senteace, even some of them were sent

to the\ pyeionsn on Kuseleubangan isl
‘ end at
gcutb\of st Bivs the Southern Sea
i\
Mader ‘gases were usvally committed @& Ho betraiyels of
the hw?\a‘nd s Yhe object was usually the husbind or the
\
tthind womn's Ijch even cut her husbend's nenis to death

so that the other womm could ot gel &%, che said.

4

/ In 1974 two studente of the Universilyy of Indonceins

Peculty of Criminology cameto stay with wo fo meke o thesis

ahout woukn evimirels, I introduced them to my fellow
prisoners znd said thet thzy were our daughters, vho pcoid
attention to the fube of womwm criminale. Later they boceme
jectuterces or vruixololy gt the University.

In the meantime I cortinuel vriting short atoriecs of those

womon criminals, who veve pushed cside by the Ycivilised'
Societye SomxlOu wc.c:ﬂ-;w. not feol the cuffering in the

prison ouwrgelvee as wWe Weke in the midst of humad saffering

of my fellow priconcs, vho mostly didn'?® have the opportunity
to live a normel life before, gue to ‘the dzep povam Ay, leck of

education ¢id<

At least all Iour of us aidn't experience ench 1ife before,
oven ve hod thc ogparhmiw to be sent abroad 28 activists of

the vouen's noversny or Ltrade Tmion, Everyvnere ve were welconed

and hopoured by OuWr foreipgn friends.

I continued my wrlting about TODDErS, guin lecs o deugseller

T trusted & womsn--guerd who v&B prrticulexly kini to uS

s .23 O i @ be relaced
to serd the stories DOTCe Tode o, wA€m 4 voul

Some time, I would ilzke ihem back agelne
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It turnal out that her husband vas also a polical prisoner
sent to Bm Island and died thevre,

She did not tell her guperiors , Othervwise as the
wife of a polical detainee ,she couwld be expelied frow hex
job at that time,




ﬁ .x. _Brought to Court,

pinelly the time ceme, when we had %o prepare ourselves to be
prought to court in 1975.
from the nearly hundred political prisoners in Bukitduri,only
ihe four of us were sent %o court, They told us, %At they got
suffifient evidence of our 'crime', tn:mely the publication
xt and spreading of pamphlets supprting Presdent Sukarno
we did it in 1966, vhen President Sukerno was officially still
in power, but general Suharto tried to shzke it in order to
obtain the power in his hands. Only in September 1966 President
Sukarno was ofiicially turned dowvn at a ¥enera] Assembly of
the Parliament , He was then kept in errest until he passed
away in 1969.

Our court was 6 years later after the death of President
Sukar o and President Suharto got the full powexr.
President Sukarno was accused as being loyal to communism &s his
slogan was unity among. the three ideologies: nationalism, religion,
and cemmunism (NASAKCM) .
The new order of President Suharto bossted itself as being con-
sequent anti-communism, engineering the 308t September Affeir,
inz:ructing the mass-murder of more than One million communisis,
sympathisers, and members of the allied messorganisations .
Everything connected with Sukzrnoism (0ld Ordier) was considered
as a crime,
Approaching our appearance at the Court our friends lent us
nice batik blouses and syawls to look presentable bcefore the
Court; A big prison carriage took us out. It was open at the
back st that we could see the people on the streets, When Wwe
p=ssed thmavket, it was asurprise, that many streetventers waved
atyms us enthousiasticz,lly From the prison carriage they kawve,
that we were detainees Oon probably, they were also like

our prison-mates! pickpockets or thiefs etc and considered us

-
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o5 Their friends, We smiled and waved back:

In front of the Court Building at down town Jacarta
a viiole crowd gathxered | They mucl be informed by the mediz
’

tnat four women political detainees would be brought to cowrt

on that days The four of us sat neatly in a roww in front of

.udges, consist of
the judges, irg one male and two female judges in their
toga wniforms, O

black VOB . n the left the team of prosecutors and on the
right the team of defenders from Jan Apul $ Associates, One detender
spiled and nodded his head welcoming us; It was the first time 1n
years that somebody welcomed us so kindly and ready %o defend us.
M, my heart started to beat harder,

As T looked at the three judges I suddenly remembered that
the one on the left was my former classmete Yati at the Senior
High School in Solo and also my fellowstident at the Gajah
Mada University in Jogya, My self-confidencA reiurned.
Why ..I didn't do anything wrong . I spoke freely in my difence,
In = flash ! rememberered the 'children', now =lreay teenagers
arrested in 1965 as CGerwani members cltaough hey could not be
members of a women organization yet, but members of People's Youl.
They were accused as having mutilated the generals at Lubcng Buaye,

tcken of. their eyes, cutting their penisses , which wes complete
lies, But for years written as headlines in messpepers and posters

pn the wills to provoke the society in order to hate everything
connected with communism and its allied organisations. T saw

the bare lies along the streets during my underground period in
1966 - 1967.

mHonourable Judges, I knov the
\ a1l the ‘time. Once I have studied Lav 2t thetajch Mada University

My fellow detainees, gtill kids from ihe People's Youth, who

Lzw hzs to be applied

were arrested in 1965 fa still inprisoned af ter 10 years,should be
T "
also brought to court and set free, not only the four of us .
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inted to the judge ,wh
1 poi2 sW10 Was my former 11
ellow student:

4 1 am speaking the truth, please ask her 1

SukaTmo, who was still in function at the ;iﬁlpporting President
phlets in March y e WO gt iahing

pot a viola tion of the Law] But this court is helq aft
er

eight years of our arrest and sixyears af ter President Su
tarno pass

passed away , According strict regulation , a detainee shovla
pe brought to court after six months of his or her arrest,
sfter 8 years of our arrest we are brought to court,

1s not that violation of the Law 2!!" I spoke emotionally;

The Chief of the Judges, Asmara, got red in his face,

He banged the hammer amd stopped the court session, Some one
took the loudspeaker in front of me, sothat the audience ,es-
pecially the crowd outside the building could not hear us

enymore; The session was then postponed until undeterminated time,
One session upon another continued for monthsg

Finally the sentencc. was deternined, '‘he hammer fell, sentencing
us inprisonment during in sSecuence .

for Iamy 20 years, for me 18 years and for Sri and Hervi

each 15 yeers withouth reduction of the permod since ihex

day of our arrest, And that was eight years , by the way !l

Our defender Yan Apul from the Association of Tndonesien AMvocated

(PERADIN) suggested us mot to accept it and go to Higher
Court; Also our prosecutor did not accept it as they demended
the process in Higher Court nzeded

= S
Some years,as there were lots of ©ases aweiting, they told U

Ve just waited ..and in somplete isolation as usuale..
jezl section

life sentence, It semmed that

In 1976 our friends from the polt

on the right wing were suddenly moved avays.




o were sent to a baxmiig4p1ace at Plantungen in Centr
2 al Java
o £0 rmer leprosery rehabilitation centre: ’

jnally the Higher Court issued the sentence in 1978
ghich was the same, but with reduction of the period wince '
the arrests We wanted to accept it, but this time the team of
9 rose utors disagreed and went to the Supreme Court |
puring the time of waiting, bargaining between the ::ourts . we
yere still locked up 2as usual, amidst the criminals] '

when the guerds  were not around, they approached us at the

windowm, c#haAting, pitying us,. giving us sometimes anacks and
cheering us up with their jokes, #h,.. they were our closest friends
during those dark days! political

Due to international pressure in 1979 all/dteainees in

Indonesia were set free , but not those who were glready sentenced.
We could read newspapers smuggled carefully by our friends the
women criminals. The nearly 10,000 poltical male detainees on

Buru lsland were released af ter 14 years of detention without
eidence of thelr guilt.or violetion of the laws

But our status vias just in between, We were no detainees anymoIre,
vecause we have already been brought %o Court end hzd siill 1o wait

to become formal prisoners,

e final sentence from the Supreme Coury ceme in the beginning of
1980, We were officially released from isolation and were free

to communicate with our fellow prisoners wearing the same

blue wnitrorms, We also got the same guties, like cleaning the

blocks in turm, sewing and embroidering table clothose and knitting

in the work centre led by a womah guard,

‘0n celepartions of National Days we scoiif in a choir togthers T tught

thme some dances to be performed on the stage. )
got family viists.

During all those years we rarely
who was just released

Once I was visited by My YOunger brother ts

from prison after g years in Solos. He told me that owr paren
P

haj passed away several years ago. He was formerly 21 activis




He was formerly an activist of the People's Youth in Jacarta
and worked 2t the Nutional Front,

sn 01d church activist regularly visited us throughout the

years; We wre really grateful to Mrs ‘fine Franz for her attention

and assistence and from her we got informations about our other
friends in different prisons;



: Movin
A Moving to Tangerang women prison.

( 4t the end of 1980 )

one day ve were informed that the next day we had t
4 o m
%0 Dangerang Women Prison, Tengerang is a small towvn T
Jgcarta. 4s the inmates of the Rightwing of Bukitdx;ri';::thweSt *
. on
jere trasfered to Central Java in 1996 Bukitduri Prison bcame

<00 biB for.us.“Actua.lly the building was built during the
Dutch Colonial Yime more than two hundred years ago.

ind freedoom fighters were jailed there, even npy were executed,
ye saw the iron guillotine , where they were hanged at that time
jow the building became rather brittle and the ceilings were
1ikely To break down,.

We had to collect all our belongings , namely some
clothes,towels etc in one bag, Early in the morning probably

at 3 0'clock we had to get into the dbuses and off we went,

1t was really @ long journey to the north, passing ricefil&is,
villages and sceneries, We hadn't seen in many years.

We stopped in front of a sperkling new building, the Tangerang
Women Rehzbilitation Centre,

Tr. the same town there were prisons “for men, foT delinquent youd:
and also one special for children.

The Women Rehabilitation Centre consisted of several round buildings
one in the front for the office. Tvo on thc left and right for

vork-centres and a few others for sleeping pluceS..
they reserved one round building.

South Sumatra, who wes

For us, poltical prisoners,
We got more inmates, one fxom Tampung,

sentenced for life: Two others from Cian
g a communis® leader from

jur, West Java , & mother

and daighter, whode vopime' was Eivin

. i
Bandung to stay overnight for 2 few days. They gotb respectively

16 years and 22 years gentence.

t
Inother one was Tati from purworejo , Central Jave, vho O

15 years;

So the eight of us were prought together in one round bulldinGe

oo e
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The media reported that the new ; '
Son Women Prison was the best
4n the whole th East Asiz, In our opinion it eas the

post secured, because each was shaped round and the middl
e

gpace was the post B6r the women-gusrs overlooking all rooms
arounds The doors were not mede of wood, but iron bars, so that

even at night the guards could control what the inmates were doings

During daytime we got the duty in the VWork Centre, just like in
Pl v
Bukitduri, sewing ,knitting, embroidering togiher with the
4 women criminals. As T didA't have enough patience to do handicraf®
I told the guards that I could draw desingns for table clothes,or
handcherchiefs for embroidery,

At the same time I could put aside some peges of puper to con-
tinue my writing[\short stories; I had to do the writing at night
in the toiletroom'in order not to be seen by the guards;

Sometimes we had to do gardening as around the buildings there
was anough land to plant vegetables and flowers.

In the begzimning vie hed to peepere the inauseretion of the

prison which would be done by --the president's wife, Tien Suharto,

We gob a teacher to teach us playing the gemelan orchestra and
* 8inging traditional Jgvanese songe, Each of us got a mice light-
bhme blouse with flower designs, but only just for that occasion,

Whereas everyday we had to be satisfied wearing our dark blue

prison unifori e

As there were frequently visitors from several

i tivisis or
-iusti i rganisations church acv
%ggggigg%s %dwgg%}aazjéego%%g about the new prison, the food
2,
omehow better than in Bukitduri, where we suffred

we received was 8

from hunger,
I got the opport-unjty to smuggle BY writings out of the prison

via a young female yournalist, Doris. She pretended to be student




of the pechnical Institute interesteq in

the design of ‘
pris® and wanted to study it in detajl- the new

She got the :
enter the buildings unaccompanied Ly e - permission to

-

Jane vas ap Italian girl,a member of a syndicate in morphine trad
e,

When saugsling drugs %o Bali she was caught, Jane didn't speak

Indonesian well, so she used to come to me chatting freely about

her eeperiences to pour all the burden in her k. !
=t |
Here is her story :.

|

s‘(qes, T am an adventubess; I have besmirched my couniry's good
(:‘. hame o I started as a model in a big fashion company in Paris,

1 came from a simple family near Rome, On the 2ge of 16 I hed

a great ambition to become rich and joined a group of girls trying
fortune in Paris, In the glimorous world of luxuruous fashion I
forgot my life ih the village; My first love was a feudel

prince from Germeny. We called him just Earon,

Some time later this Bzron took me to elite res*aurante in

Chemp Elisee near the Eifel tower, I felt like Cinde-eidla,

My friends warned me nBe careful with your prince in order not

to be betrayed later !" But 1 just didn'®t pay attention. My

prince took me onmee to 2 small island,Benena island south of
France at the nmediterraniszn Se€d.e

It was called also the tnudists' island as people Wwere
Sunbathing completely pude 2at the beautiful beachs. Oh,..it vas
like heaven on earth !.

To this islandg Buropean millionnaires,

ns of the pig cities to live a
1t seemed that Baron was not strangs heres

big business men used

%o run away £rom the tensio
'free! 1ife for some Time.

——— R EnGEnces -




bo asked wethu{l was his wi .
No dy lfe. We had to &.joy life'
gaid 28 nobody knew, when would be the eng--

ter & while he told me +th:t he h
)I 0ld him

thet the fruit of our love had sp
g”,

Baron always

that T was
pregnant,,
ge just comforted me saying that he would be back soon:

Deys and liznﬂ;otpaszzd; but Baron didn't appear,
1as really berra Fort
Iw ; \' : 'unately aunt Rosa ,may former housemzid
/fcared for me as she didn't have any child of her own.
ave birth t g 3
yoen I € 0 2 baby-girl, she took it in her arms like
a grandmother and named her Violetta or Letta,
ye earned our living by selling souvenirs made of sea-rocks
ans shells,
Af ter some time Peter, a friend of Baron came to
send me some money. He told me that Beron had fo marry the ohly
gaughter mf and heirress of 2 rich Prince, a relative of his
nother. As Beron's perents were impoverished and had to pay
loads of debts, Baron agreed to save the family,
ing I,,, without anybody on the emall island hud Yo cire for his
R
dcughter, Frustrated I thigYaway 2ll the money to Peter's face..
Wo,.no better finished with all this 1
I became a drugseller like many others on the beah and §o®

2 lot of money., fn international syndicate uf drugsmugt“,lers

ny countries,in priiculer
thought, thta 1 vas

4 countries acconpanied

used me to widespread the network to ma
in Asja; I became a real adventurdd They
a beutifwl rich girl, traveling to differen
by handsome partmers like Henry, Joe and some others.

I kept the morphine tablets among the
ened, when a big d0€ W

drugs,He jumped &IV breast,

1inings of my brassiere,
But 4 as smelling
ut in Bali the wmccident happ

around, He must be trained to find

ted already,as I came

Wiile barking loudly. Probably I was suspec
to Bali many times:

o SN o J——




I was arrested with a lot of morphi
ne tablets as ev
idenceg

Now here I am,.mum. ! T don't know what the future will b
e

for me !"

As £
oxr the other inmates in Tangerang were mostly
small fishes; Pmckpockei:s swindlers and husband murd
erers

Two girls from Singapore were gold smugglers,

ifter a certain time we faced some negative treatments in the
form of the prohibition'to g0 to the hospital when we were ill,
Rhere was a case of an ynm:te running away while going to the
nospital,Although she was accompanied by a guard, she mangaed to

slip away from the backdoor of the doctor's room

—

During that time accidentally I suffered from a kiz;d
of skin allergy, itching gravely vhen I was emotionally jense.
One day the chief told me that I got permission to see a skin
dockoe, I was rather surprised, but the only skin specizlist

was at the leprosery, There I saw the victims of leprosery

pushed aside from the sciety, Oh,.certainly there were people
vho suffred more thén US.eel

Tt turned out that the next day & delegaiior of th=
Internationzl Red Cross came <0 visit us. It was the third time
th-t we were visited by the IRC delegation,

‘! . Ve welcomed them and s%retlytold that T was permitéed
| to go to the skin doctor the day berore 2as the chief knew

thet an IRC delegetion would visit us.

In 1981 it was the time for our iwo friends Sri

and Har to finish their 15 years 1ong sentence of ter getting

some remissions; With tears in their eyes ¥hey de?armd From ¥

the remaining six poltical prisoners.
Wk
hen the three others, Mummy Ubed, her daughter end Yati

WI‘Le in turn relgsed.

So the three of us, Lamy, I and deri

with her 1ife sentence

remained .

L B :




6=
jocording the regulation of the Criminal Law after two third
of the sentence we could appeal for parole (relqa'.sed under control
o in putch Voorloping in vreiheid stelling ! ViI) but usually

with some amount of money to be pzid;
Lamy and I didn't have any money, even our families

in Central Java could not afford to visis,'t us, the more

4o pay four our parole;.
So the only solution was to wait until the time of

p;R:T (Pre Release Treatment) meaning -~ certain period of

of the exact release,But ynder strict

+ime before the date
il the

control of the local militery district commend wnt
formal date of relesse;
T jearned to breath the free air outside the

prison wallss
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Al Reieasad in 1683,

relcssea neeied sonchod :
o be N N ¥y to be responsible for ,
g 1ods amath s wife of e distens
y wes vTﬁ > I e distent cousin Widodo, couctimes
E_i-bgli ne aaa Lingerzng. Yer hugband wae 3",1_\2(‘-17 .zlso detained
for 14 yeees ead beanen on Brru Islend , It vaz she, vho daclored
e T ro !

eelf mesponcible for g Pl &5
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~
-
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