REPORT FROM BANARAN: EXPERIENCES DURING
THE PEOPLES WAR

T. B. Simatupang

Translated by Benedict Anderson and Elizabeth Graves
With an Introduction by John R. W. Smail

TRANSLATION SERIES

Modern Indonesia Project
Southeast Asia Program
Cornell University
Ithaca, New York
1972

No. 55
Price — $6.50

SEAP Publications M # 55
Jile copy

Do not remove from room 213
640 Stewart Avenue



0 ¥-pu-du-Ag-2d0#asn ssadde/baoisndiTyrey -mmm//:diyy  /

Original from
CORMNELL UNIVERSITY

Digitized by

CORMNELL UNIVERSITY

SOATIBATJIS(ON-1ETIJWWOIUON-UOTINCTII1Y SUOWWo) =2ATIESd)

0GZ6ETECOYTAIE 000/.70T/IduUd\puey 1py//:sdiry / LW9D ¥Z:T1C 6T-CO-GZOZ U0 A}TSISATUN BTQWN]0) 1B pa}edausn



REPORT FROM BANARAN: EXPERIENCES DURING

THE PEOPLE'S WAR

T. B. Simatupang

Translated by Benedict Anderson and Elizabeth Graves

With an Introduction by John R. W. Smail

TRANSLATION SERIES
(Publication No. 55)

Modern Indonesia Project
Southeast Asia Program
Cornell University
Ithaca, New York
1972



© 1972 by the Cornell Modern Indonesia Project

0 'f-pu-odu-Aqg-20#asn ssadde/Buo1snarTyrey -mmm//:diy
OST6ETECOYZHTE 002/£20T/13U @ 1puey 1py//sd1ly

QOriginal from
CORMNELL UNIVERSITY

Digitized by
CORMNELL UNIVERSITY

/ SOATIBATJIS(ON-1ETIJWWOIUON-UOTINCTII1Y SUOWWo) =2ATIESd)
/  1W9 ¥ZT:TZ 6T-20-5¢07 U0 A1TSISATUN BTQUN)0) 1e PaleJausn



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

Introduction by John R. W. Smail . . . . . . . . . . « « v « « . 1

Preface . . . . . . . . 0 00 0 e e e e e e e e e e e e 11

Introduction: Kudadu and Banaran . . . . . . . .+ v « « 4 . . . 12

Chapter

I. December 19, 1948 . . . . © © ¢ v v v v v 4 e e e e e 14

IT. With the Siliwangi Division . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

ITI. Turn of the Year . . . . . . . ¢ « v v v v v v v v o 38

IV. Banaran . . . & v v v v v e e e e e e e e e e e e 50

V. Wandering through Java . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 63

VI. Preparations Pending Negotiations . . . . . . . . . . . 91

VII. The Rum-van Royen Agreement . . . . . . . .« « « « « « . 99
VIII. General Report from Banaran: Developments

since December 19, 1948 . . . . . . . . . . . .« . . . 113

IX. Return to Jogjakarta . . . . . . . . . . . o o ... 139

X. Pak Dirman Arrives . . . . . . . . o 0 v e e e e e 146

XI. Tracé& Baru . . . . v v v v v v v v e v e e e e e e 161

XII. Report from New Delhi . . . . . . . . . .« o « o « . . 168

XIII. Report from The Hague . . . . . . . . . . . . « « . . . 171

Conclusion: Mataraman and No. 56, Pegangsaan Timur . . . . . . 183

Index to Biographical Footnotes . . . . . « « « « v « o « « « . 185

MAPS

Java after the Renville Agreement . . . . . . « « « « « & « « 8

The View from Banaran . . . . . . « v v v ¢ v ¢ ¢ o o 0 o o u . 10

Simatupang's Travels December 19, 1948 - January 12, 1949 . . . 42

Simatupang's Travels February 25 - March 31, 1949 . . . . . . . 73

Sudirman's Travels December 19, 1948 - April 1, 1949 . . . . . . 154

iii



Original from
CORNELL UNIVERSITY

Digitized by

CORNELL UNIVERSITY

0 t-pu-o2u-Ag-20#asn ssadde/bJor1snaiTyley -mmm//:d1ly / SSATIBATJIS(QON-1BTIJ3WWOIUON-UOTINGTIILY SUOWWOD) SATIEII)
OGZAETECOYZHTIE 000//Z0C/13uapuey 1py//:sdily / 1W9 #Z:1Z 61-20-SZ0Z U0 A1TSJSATUN BTQUWNI0) 1e paledauln



INTRODUCTION

The Indonesian Revolution (1945-1950) was the occasion by which
Indonesia achieved political independence. But the way in which this
common twentieth century event came about, in the general violence and
exaltation of a true revolution, made it far more important than that.
Like the Mexican, Russian, Chinese and Vietnamese revolutions, the In-
donesian Revolution has been the central event in its country's whole
modern history. For this reason, any addition to the small stock of
good English-language writings on the Revolution, like Report from
Banaran, is doubly welcome, not only for what it can tell us about the
event itself but also for what it can tell us about the Indonesian con-
dition in modern times. General Simatupang--a Christian Batak with a
Dutch education who helped lead a guerrilla war in the Javanese coun-
tryside, a man who while still in his twenties was simultaneously one
of the principal founders of the Indonesian army and one of the key
figures in four years of diplomatic negotiations with the Dutch--is
well qualified by background and experience for his subject.

Two short periods stand out in the history of the Indonesian Revo-
lution: its first great explosion between August 1945 and mid-1946,
and its climax--which is the main subject of Report from Banaran--be-
tween December 1948 and July 1949. The first set its stamp on the
whole. The sudden surrender of the Japanese on August 15, 1945 created
an immediate vacuum of power which neither the British (acting for the
victorious Allies), nor the Dutch, nor the Republic, hastily proclaimed
on August 17, could possibly fill. Out of the void emerged the most
powerful single force of the ensuing Revolution, a mass movement of
pemuda (youths) caught up in a fervent Indonesian nationalism and com-
mitted to an uncompromising perdjuangan (struggle) for freedom. Abso-
lute idealism led naturally to violence, first against Japanese posts
and British occupying forces, then to a more general assault on social
groups privileged under the old Netherlands Indies order: Chinese,
Eurasians, Christian Ambonese, traditional elites, and village and clan
leaders through most of Sumatra and Java.

The enormous energies of the pemuda movement--only later partly
channeled into the institutional form of the Indonesian army, itself
built from the bottom up by pemuda--were what made the Indonesian Revo-
lution a true revolution, a social upheaval, and not simply a case of
decolonization. From the beginning, however, the upper-level politics
of the Revolution were conducted as a diplomatic contest between two
much smaller groups, the Dutch and the Indonesian civilian nationalist
elite. The key to this contest was the comparative weakness of both
parties. The prewar nationalist elite, led by Sukarno and Hatta, which
founded the Republic in August 1945, rode precariously on the tide of
pemuda militancy, in the early months generally unable to stem the pre-
vailing anarchy and later never fully in control of the pemuda army.
For the most part rather conservative in its goals and in any case not
at all willing to take second place in a pemuda-led perdjuangan, the
elite preferred diplomasi, an effort to obtain independence by negoti-
ating with the Dutch and by gaining the support of world opinion.
Diplomasi was the direct opposite of perdjuangan and became the most
emotion-laden issue in the internal politics of Indonesia during the



Revolution. Every cabinet that fell during those years did so mainly
because of the diplomasi issue; every new cabinet, whatever its politi-
cal party make-up, carried on as best it could with the same basic
policy.

The Dutch, for their part, suffered from the aftereffects of the
German occupation and, more fundamentally, from the vast disproportion
between the size of their homeland and that of the colony they hoped to
regain. In these circumstances they followed a cautious step-by-step
policy of building up a series of '"federal" states, based politically
on local aristocracies and minorities frightened by the pemuda revolu-
tion, in the areas outside the Republican heartlands of Central Java
and Central and North Sumatra. This required some political conces-
sions to the federalists, as they were usually called, but the colonial
government could hope to control this congeries of member-states and
use them to enclose and eventually bring to heel or snuff out a shrunk-
en Republic. Meanwhile, like their counterparts in the Republican
leadership, the Dutch were ready to negotiate and were consistently
very sensitive to world opinion.

The main feature of the middle years of the Revolution, from mid-
1946 to late 1948, was the steadily increasing pressure exerted by the
Dutch. As Holland recovered, the Dutch gradually built up their armed
forces in Indonesia and began to exploit their greater organizational
efficiency and economic resources. The result was an oddly regular
alternation of negotiated agreements and military clashes, each one
more disastrous for the Republic. First came the Linggadjati Agreement
(initialled November 1946, ratified March 1947), a compromise reached
under British mediation but satisfactory to neither party, which pro-
vided for a three-state Indonesian federation, with the Republic as
one member, quite closely linked to Holland. In July 1947 the swift
successes of the first Dutch '"police action,'" as they called it, showed
that the pemuda army could do no better than the politicians' diplo-
masi. In the ten days before the UN intervened with a ceasefire reso-
lution, the Dutch seized the economically important areas of East and
South Sumatra and East and West Java. These conquests were then rati-
fied by the Renville Agreement of January 1948, mediated by the UN, in
exchange for an ambiguous commitment to a national plebiscite (which
was never held). Finally, after the Madiun Affair of September 1948,
a brief but bitter civil war in central Java between communist and
anti-communist Indonesian forces, the Dutch launched their second
"police action'" in December 1948.

By the logic of this progression the second ''police action'" should
have ended the story with the extinction of the Republic. For a time,
indeed, it seemed to have done so. The Dutch quickly took control of
almost all towns and roads in the territory of the already much dimin-
ished Republic, captured Sukarno and Hatta and many other political
leaders, and prepared to present their final fait accompli for inter-
national ratification. But instead,the climax brought paradox, sudden
and cruel to the Dutch and many among those who had cooperated with
them. Tactical triumph could not disguise their wholly inadequate re-
sources, the Indonesian army began a guerrilla war planned for since
the first '"police action" and soon showed that it could never be over-
come. The UN and especially the United States now turned against the
Dutch who were forced quickly to a volte-face. The imprisoned Republi-
can leaders were ready as ever for diplomasi. A final round of
negotiations, marked by the Rum-van Royen Agreement of May 7 and the
Agreement of June 22, was sealed by the formal restoration of the Re-
publican government to its capital in Jogjakarta on July 6. In effect



the Dutch had committed themselves to complete independence for Indo-
nesia, though on rather favorable economic terms, and to a federation
in which the original Republic was to be a single pre-eminent member
state among sixteen.

The last climactic months between December 1948 and July 1949 were
a perfect complement to the first crucial months of the Revolution, a
period in which the major issues established in the former were brought
to swift and dramatic resolution. What followed before the story was
closed--the Hague Agreement on November 2, formal transfer of sover-
eignty on December 27, the collapse of the Dutch-made federal states
in the early part of 1950, and formal restoration of the original uni-
tary Republic on August 17, 1950--was denouement, the working out in
detail of what had been determined in its essentials by mid-1949.

The same months were the climax of the Revolution in its domestic
as well as its international aspect. Domestically, too, it was a time
of sudden and paradoxical shifts of fortune which swiftly resolved many
of the major issues established at the outset of the Revolution. The
federalists, numbers of whom had Republican sympathies, felt the in-
creasing pressure of guerrilla activity in areas long secure for thenm
and saw their indispensable bulwark of Dutch support melting away. By
February 1949 many were in full swing toward the Republic, pinning
their hopes on similarly-minded groups and old associates among the
nationalist elite. By mid-year most of the federal states were in com-
plete disarray and the bulk of the federalists had come in principle
to terms with the Republican leadership. The Inter-Indonesian Confer-
ences of late July and August, whose crucial provisions reflected con-
cessions by the federalists, and the liquidation of the federal states
in the course of the following year only ratified this basic settle-
ment.

The pemuda movement, by this time more or less effectively ab-
sorbed into the army, was struck by a more surprising and painful para-
dox. After December 19, with the bulk of the civilian leadership cap-
tured, the rest scattered and ineffective, and the Dutch everywhere,
the main hope of the cause at last seemed to rest on an army-led
guerrilla movement, the all-out perdjuangan that they had always longed
for but never really had a chance to try. This they proceeded to do,
not only in what had been Republican areas in December but in most of
the federal areas of Java and Sumatra as well, and with considerable
and growing success. Yet within a month or two, as the imprisoned
civilian leaders launched their last round of diplomasi, army men and
pemuda generally began to see the fruits of success--both for their
long-cherished ideology and for their potential claim to national
leadership--slip between their fingers. The Rum-van Royen Agreement
of May 7 showed only too clearly what was happening; the negotiated
restoration of the Republican government to Jogjakarta on July 6 all
but settled the issue. When the ever-independent army commander Gen-
eral Sudirman--the one man who could have refused to accept the nego-
tiated settlement and led the pemuda back to a final war against the
Dutch--returned from his guerrilla base to Jogjakarta on July 10 and
called on Sukarno and Hatta before reviewing his troops, diplomasi won
its final triumph. It was an empty meeting--they talked of the weather
--but a moving occasion, as the well-known statue of Sudirman in the
old army overcoat he wore that day testifies. It marked the end of
perdjuangan and a subordination of the pemuda army to civilian leader-
ship that endured for a decade or more.



As for the civilian leaders, they pulled off their greatest polit-
ical coup from inside Dutch jails. Within six months of their capture
they had in effect not only edged the Dutch out of Indonesia but had
also drawn both federalists and pemuda under their wing as leaders of
what was soon to be the fifth largest nation in the world.

Report from Banaran deals with this second decisive phase of the
Revolution. It opens with the beginning of the "police action" (''second
war of independence") on December 19, 1948 and in Chapter X reaches its
climax with a description of the return of General Sudirman to Jogja-
karta on July 10, 1949. The last three chapters pass quickly by the
anti-climactic events of the second half of 1949. It is the first
full-length book in any language devoted to the oddly-neglected climax
of the Revolution.

General (then Colonel) Simatupang was well placed to observe the
events of this period. As de facto Deputy Chief of Staff of the Armed
Forces, specializing in high-level liaison between the army and the
civilian leadership, he had a good deal to do with nurturing the guer-
rilla movement and at the same time played a part in many of the major
negotiations of the time. About a third of the book consists of the
texts of important contemporary letters and reports--including his own
"Report from Banaran" of June 19, 1949--most of which are published
here for the first time. One can therefore gladly read this book for
the high-level inside information which it contains. On one subject
at least, military-civilian relations inside the Republic, it is ex-
tremely valuable in just this way.

But the reader who merely quarries the book in this spirit will
be cheating himself. The bold literary stroke in the title Simatupang
has chosen shows us from what perspective his book is to be read: it
is from Banaran, the hamlet near Jogjakarta where he had his base dur-
ing the guerrilla campaign of early 1949. Report from Banaran is
written by one who was a twenty-nine year old colonel in that year and
who can write in his Preface, "For us, the Generation of the Proclama-
tion [of Independence], the war of independence was not merely an his-
torical event. For us, it was an experience which determined the whole
course of our lives.'" Finally it is from an individual, that is, it
is an autobiography, with all that this implies. Vantage point is
what is decisive here. Historical events, like mountains, must be
seen from many angles to be properly appreciated. Report from Banaran
gives us a new view.

The view is from Banaran because Simatupang spends almost three-
quarters of the book in that hamlet or walking through the nearby coun-
tryside of Central Java on various missions. There rises very natural-
1y out of this narrative a persistent rural-urban theme. At times he
renders this in a mildly sentimental vein: he describes life in Bana-
ran and this summons up memories of life in his family village in Tapa-
nuli; he relishes for the first time in years the pleasure of walking
barefoot along muddy paths; he rediscovers with surprise and nostalgia
the immense silent peasant mass which is ordinarily so completely for-
gotten by educated urban Indonesians. He records the influence of
prophecies and old tales on ordinary Javanese. He shows in various
ways how the strength of General Sudirman rested on his natural bent
for speaking directly to the folk mind (he insisted on making his re-



entry into Jogjakarta in peasant clothing rather than a general's
uniform). From time to time he suggests the sociological signifi-
cance of his theme: '"In only two days [after retreating to the coun-
tryside] our whole conception of the meaning of roads, towns, and
mountains had changed completely. While we were in the towns we really
paid attention only to the towns and the roads connecting them; we
hardly ever thought about the areas to the right and left of these
roads, or about the mountain regions" (p. 33). Reading the many such
passages in which the rural-urban theme is touched on, one is drawn on
to explore its rich implications for the history of the Revolution.

The Indonesian 'we' who could earlier see only the towns and the roads
connecting them were in one sense the direct heirs--not the antithesis
--of the colonial Dutch who soon after, during the guerrilla war, could
likewise see only towns and roads. It was not chance, either, that
during the Revolution the normal expression for going over to the Dutch
was masuk kota (entering town), nor incidental that the civilian lead-
ers of the Republic were quite incapable of leading a rural guerrilla
movement. The rural-urban theme which Simatupang develops is sugges-
tive rather than substantial; he is sensitive to milieu and has a fine
historical instinct but he is too deeply involved in national affairs
and too urban himself to want to write peasant history. But by placing
himself in Banaran and looking outward from there he reminds us that
the history of the Revolution has hitherto been seen almost exclusively
from the urban, and elite, point of view.

It is the second aspect of Simatupang's vantage point, the army
and pemuda view, that is most important in Report. This perspective,
like the rural-urban theme, rises naturally from the way he has chosen
to write his book. It is nonetheless striking how thoroughly it per-
meates what he is saying, and how different the events of the period
look when seen from that side. One way to check this is to notice who
the word "we'" refers to when it appears in his text. Sometimes it re-
fers to his small band of companions in Banaran, more often to Repub-
licans in general. At least as often, however, it refers to we, the
army, as distinguished from the civilian politicians (the "Bangka/Dja-
karta group'"). Often, too, the latter cases occur in the more anxious
or rueful passages, where Simatupang's feelings are showing through
most strongly (". . . we could not reject the Rum-van Royen Agree-
ment.").

Another way in which Simatupang's perspective shows up most clear-
ly is his treatment of certain topics. Chapter X, in which Sudirman
returns to Jogjakarta, is the dramatic climax of the book for various
reasons. For one thing no one was quite sure until the last minute
that Sudirman was going to accept the predominance of Sukarno and Hatta
(see, for an example of the intensity of Sudirman's opinions slightly
earlier, his Message of May 1, pp. 103-104). Also Sudirman was living
on borrowed time (he died of tuberculosis in January 1950) and this
added adventitiously to the pathos of the occasion. But beyond that
Simatupang is recreating the tragic mood which that day, almost a day
of surrender, evoked in nearly all army men at the time. Likewise, his
noticeably cursory treatment of the face-saving rituals enacted shortly
after Sudirman's return to Jogjakarta suggests how hollow these seemed
to him. Finally it is striking how small a proportion of the book he
devotes to the tremendously busy months from July to December--in
which, moreover, he personally played a more direct and publicly prom-
inent role than in those of the first half of the year--and how flatly
these chapters read when compared to the earlier ones. As historian



and major participant he describes those diplomatic events, but his
heart is clearly in the guerrilla days at Banaran and the poignancy of
the army's political eclipse at the height of its success.

All this is particularly impressive if one keeps in mind that
Simatupang himself--by virtue of his education, exclusively staff ca-
reer, and specialization in political liaison--was hardly a typical
pemuda or army man. He was, after all, a key figure in the diplomasi
of the Republic almost from the beginning, and he had much in common
with the somewhat older political leaders, Dutch-speakers like himself.
(It is a measure of his sensitivity and his value to the Republic, how-
ever, that he had so close a personal as well as professional relation-
ship with General Sudirman, an utterly different kind of man.) It is
clear, too, from his book that he saw the coming success of civilian
diplomasi early and clearly, and worked hard to forestall the danger
of a serious break between the army and the government (see, for one
example, his report of May 15, especially the last section, pp. 104-107).
Reading between the lines (pp. 106-107) one can imagine the efforts he
was making as he rode into Jogjakarta with General Sudirman on July 10
to make sure that the latter would not break openly with Sukarno and
Hatta.

Nevertheless, the strength of those old army feelings of 1949
comes through clearly in Report. The view is especially valuable be-
cause, while we have a number of works which give a good picture of
the first major phase of the Revolution from a pemuda point of view,
there is no other full-length work besides Report that satisfactorily
conveys a pemuda view of the climactic phase in 1949.

Report, finally, gives a different view because it is autobio-
graphical. In some ways this makes things rather difficult for the
reader. Since Simatupang spends almost three-quarters of the book in
Banaran and in the nearby countryside, and since he sticks quite close-
ly to his expressed purpose of recording only what he experienced him-
self, we are compelled to share his restricted vision of what was going
on in the larger world outside the hamlet during those months. It is
frustrating at times to catch only glimpses of the important negotia-
tions in Djakarta, Bangka and elsewhere, and one sometimes feels that
one has lost track of the main course of events. But at the same time
it is a salutary experience. Guerrillas everywhere live in perpetual
twilight. More generally, one all too easily forgets that researched
history is an artifact, that in history, as it is experienced, everyone
perceives events imperfectly, incompletely, and day by day, without
knowing what is coming next. No other substantial work on the Revolu-
tion brings home this indispensable truth so sharply.

There is another contribution which the personal view of this
book can make. The Indonesian Revolution is the pivot on which modern
Indonesian history has turned. With its prelude, the Japanese occupa-
tion, it was a dark time of cruelty and suffering between the Indian
summer of Dutch rule in the late 1930's and the hopeful years of con-
stitutional democracy in the early 1950's; it was equally a time of
exaltation and high idealism. In this period change ran faster, deep-
er, and more turbulently than in ordinary times. The Revolution
stamped a whole generation, Simatupang's "Generation of the Proclama-
tion," with its special mark; it changed the quality of life for all
Indonesians then and since. Such events cannot be comprehended fully
unless one takes every opportunity to try to see them from the inside.



Report from Banaran--like Simatupang himself, calm,

--is written from the eye of that tremendous storm.

rational, moderate

John R. W. Smail
Madison, Wisconsin
July, 1972
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PREFACE

In this book no effort has been made to write a complete history
of our war of independence.

For us, the Generation of the Proclamation [of Independence], the
war of independence was not merely an historical event. For us, it was
an experience which determined the whole course of our lives.

Based on notes made by the author during an important period of
the war of independence--that from the fall of Jogjakarta on December
19, 1948 up to the ceremony of the recognition of sovereignty in Dja-
karta on December 27, 1949--this book describes only those events
directly experienced by the author himself.

The author would like to thank Captain E. W. Sinaulan and the
Secretariat of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for their help in the prepara-
tion of this book.

Djakarta, July 21, 1959

It is with gratitude that the author acknowledges the suggestions,
assistance, and concern with regard to the manuscript of this book af-
forded by the late Mrs. Suwasti Pardede, Chief of the Planning and
Editing Division of Pembangunan Ltd.

Djakarta, March 17, 1960

Note from the Translators: The translation which follows is based on the first edi-
tion of T. B. Simatupang's memoirs, which was published in 1960 under the title
Laporan dari Banaran: Kisah Pengalaman Seorang Pradjurit Selama Perang Kemerdekaan
by P. T. Pembangunan of Djakarta. The text itself accords with the original version;
the translators have provided additional information in the form of explanatory foot-
notes and maps. Where available, biographical information has been given on the pre-
1950 careers of the figures mentioned in the text and an index to these biographical
footnotes has been provided. The spelling of proper names has been changed to con-
form with current Indonesian practice. The help of T. B. Simatupang and Nugroho
Notosusanto in providing biographical information is gratefully acknowledged, but

the translators accept all responsibility for any errors which may occur in the
footnotes.

11



INTRODUCTION: KUDADU AND BANARAN

In 1292, King Djajakatwang of Kadiri considered the time ripe to
take revenge on Emperor Kertanegara of Singosari, since a major part of
the Emperor's army had been sent to the island of Andalas [Sumatra] on
an expedition called "Operation Pamalaju.'" As a small troop from Ka-
diri approached the northern gate of the capital city of Singosari,
Commander-in-Chief Radeén Widjaja advanced with his warriors to crush
the rebellious enemy. But, all of a sudden, a larger force of Kadiri
troops appeared at the southern gate of the capital. They entered the
empty, defenseless city and Emperor Kertanegara fell inside his own
palace. To save himself, Radén Widjaja was forced to flee together
with a few loyal followers. They swam across the Brantas River and
were warmly welcomed in the village of Kudadu by the people and the
village chief. Later on, when Radén Widjaja became the first ruler of
the Empire of Madjapahit under the honorific name of Kertaradjasa Dja-
jawardhana, he erected an inscribed monument in the village of Kudadu,
and as a token of gratitude the people of Kudadu and their descendants
were exempted from paying taxes by His Majesty the Emperor.

On December 19, 1948, the Dutch considered the time ripe to crush
the Republic of Indonesia, since they calculated that its strength had
been exhausted by the recent Madiun Rebellion. The Dutch Commander-in-
Chief therefore landed his troops by air at Maguwo airfield, and on
that same day Ngajogyakartahadiningrat, the capital of the Republic of
Indonesia, fell into their hands. Panglima Besar Sudirman managed to
escape from the city together with his troops, and they were warmly
welcomed by the people in the villages.! It was indeed these villages
which became the bases for the people's war waged for several months
against the Dutch troops.

The author himself, after leaving the capital, crossed the Progo
River on a raft and lived for several months among the people of Bana-
ran, a hamlet in the village of Bandjarsari, Samigaluh District, Kulon-
progo Regency, Jogjakarta Special Region. Whereas Radén Widjaja, after
becoming the sovereign of the Empire of Madjapahit, showed his grati-
tude to the people of Kudadu by erecting a monument and by exempting
them and their descendants from paying taxes, the author can only com-
pose this humble book, calling it "Report from Banaran' as a token of
gratitude to the hospitable and generous people of Banaran.

1The term Panglima Besar has not been translated as Commander-in-Chief because
the English would not convey the traditional resonances of the Indonesian, which re-
fers back to a high military title of the pre-colonial period. General Sudirman was
born near Rembang, Central Java, probably in 1915. In the late colonial period, he
worked as a teacher in a Muhammadijah secondary school. During the occupation, he
enrolled in the Japanese-sponsored Peta (Fatherland Defense Force) army, formed in
1943. After the Revolution broke out in 1945, he became Commander of the Fifth Divi-
sion of the Indonesian National Army, in Banjumas. On November 12, 1945, he was
elected by his fellow divisional commanders and other senior military men to the
position of Panglima Besar.
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For the author, the name Banaran has become a symbol of the tens
of thousands of villages in our country which served as bases for the
people's war during the war of independence. Will these villages be
able to enjoy progress and prosperity now that Indonesia's independence
and sovereignty have received international recognition?



CHAPTER 1

DECEMBER 19, 1948

The events of December 19, 1948 in Jogjakarta undeniably represent
an historic episode. Let me note here my experiences on that day and
those preceding it.

At that time, I held the post of Second Deputy to the Chief of
Staff of the Armed Forces. The Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces was
Pak Dirman,! who was concurrently Panglima Besar of the Armed Forces.
His first deputy was Col. Hidajat? who for several months had been on
duty in Sumatra as Sumatra Army and Territory Commander. Consequently,
I carried on the functions of Deputy Chief of Staff.

There were two Commands under Pak Dirman as Panglima Besar: the
Sumatra Command under Col. Hidajat and the Java Command under Col.
Nasution.® The headquarters of the Java Commander in Jogjakarta was
called the Java Command Headquarters. The Sumatra and Java Commanders
were respectively in charge of the defense of the islands of Sumatra
and Java, under the general leadership of Pak Dirman.

1Pak is an abbreviation of bapak (meaning father), which is used as a form of
familiar but respectful address. In accord with common Javanese practice, Sudirman's
name is shortened to Dirman.

2R. Hidajat Martaatmadja was born in Tjiandjur, West Java, in 1916. He was
graduated from the Royal Military Academy in Breda (Netherlands) and joined the Royal
Dutch East Indies Army (KNIL) in 1938 as Second Lieutenant. During the occupation,
he worked in the land transport division of the Japanese military administration.
In 1945, he was Chief of Staff of the Bandung Regiment. After the formation of the
Siliwangi Division (May 1946), in 1947 he became Commander of the Fourth Brigade
("Guntur'), stationed in Garut, and later during the same year, Deputy Commander of
the Siliwangi Division. Shortly before the second Dutch action, he was assigned to
Sumatra and succeeded Suhardjo as Sumatra Army and Territory Commander.

3A. H. Nasution was born in Kotanopan, Tapanuli, in 1918. In 1939, after
graduation from the Teachers' College in Bandung, he was assigned to Palembang. In
1940, he enrolled in the Royal Military Academy (KMA) in Bandung, and when the war
broke out he was commissioned as Second Lieutenant in the KNIL. During the Japanese
occupation, he worked for the Bandung Municipality administration and was active in
the youth movement. In the fall of 1945, he became Commander of the Third Division
(in Bandung), and, in May 1946, became the first commander of the subsequently famous
Siliwangi Division. As a result of the Renville Agreement, he and his troops were
evacuated to Central Java. In 1948, he served as Deputy Panglima Besar and Chief of
the Operations Staff of the Armed Forces Headquarters. He was the chief planner of
the operation for crushing the insurgents during the Madiun Affair. In another major
reorganization of the Armed Forces, he was made Java Army. and Territory Commander and
functioned in that capacity during the second Dutch action. In December 1949, after
the Round Table Agreement, he became the Chief of Staff of the Army.
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In my capacity as Deputy Chief of Staff, I assisted Pak Dirman in
drawing up the recommendations for dealing with defense problems, which
were to be submitted to the government, and also in designing the fun-
damentals of our defense strategy. In addition, however, I was adviser
to the delegation which, assisted by the Three-State Commission," was
negotiating with the Dutch. Since these negotiations were held alter-
nately in Kaliurang® and Djakarta, I frequently had to be outside Jog-
jakarta.

The negotiations dealt with the implementation of the Renville
Agreement. Renville was the name of a US Navy transport ship sent by
the United States government to the Bay of Djakarta, towards the end
of 1947, at the request of the Republic and the Dutch. At that time,
negotiations between us and the Dutch were about to be resumed on the
basis of a Security Council resolution. However, Bung Amir, our Prime
Minister, refused to hold the negotiations in Djakarta, as an expres-
sion of his mistrust of the Dutch, who had attacked us on July 21,
1947.

Since the Dutch did not want to hold negotiations outside Indone-
sia, for instance in Singapore, Hongkong, or Switzerland, as proposed
by Bung Amir, a middle road was taken. Negotiations were to be con-
ducted on neutral territory, namely on board a ship of the United
States Navy to be anchored in the Bay of Djakarta.

The negotiations on board the Renville were assisted by the Three-
State Commission composed of representatives of three countries--one
country designated by the Republic, one by the Dutch, and the third
appointed jointly by representatives of the countries designated by
the Republic and the Dutch. All this was in accordance with the Secur-
ity Council resolution.

We designated Australia, the Dutch chose Belgium, and the Austral-
ian and Belgian representatives jointly appointed the United States.
I think this led to the request for the United States government to
provide a warship as a place for the negotiations.

I myself took part in the negotiations resulting in the Renville
Agreement as a military adviser to our delegation. The Renville Agree-
ment was by no means a favorable one from the point of view of the

4The Three-State Commission, often referred to as the Committee of Good Of-
fices, was set up by the UN Security Council in August 1947 following the first
Dutch military action against the Republic.

5Kaliurang is a mountain resort to the north of Jogjakarta.

6Bung, literally meaning brother, was a popular form of address during the
Revolution. Amir Sjarifuddin was born in Medan in 1907. In the late colonial peri-
od, he was a top leader of Partindo and Gerindo, two relatively radical nationalist
political parties. During the war, he led an anti-Japanese underground and was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment by the occupation authorities. When the Revolution broke
out, he helped form the Socialist Party (PS) and served as Minister of Defense in the
three Sjahrir cabinets (1945-47) before assuming the prime ministership himself on
July 3, 1947. He fell from power on January 23, 1948, following his initialling of
the Renville Agreement. He became involved in the Madiun Affair in the fall of 1948
and was executed by the Indonesian Army shortly after the onset of the second Dutch
action.
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Republic.
agreement was about to be concluded,
is the psychological pressure on our
Jogjakarta, caused by rumors (rumors
spread by the Dutch) that an impasse
follow-up attack or doorstoot by the
ber the belief then prevailing among

When I think back to the atmosphere which prevailed as the

the first thing that comes to mind
people, in Djakarta as well as in
which I think were intentionally

in the negotiations would mean a
Dutch. On the other hand, I remem-
us, that if we accepted the agree-

ment reached with the assistance of the Three-State Commission, this
would imply a guarantee by the latter that the implementation of the
agreement would proceed without violence or the threat of violence by
the Dutch. Our reasoning at that time was more or less that the Three-
State Commission would ensure that the struggle would shift from the
"bullet" to the '"ballot," and we were convinced that through the '"bal-
lot" we would be able to drive the Dutch out. Today, one may consider
this belief rather naive. I still remember how enthusiastically the
members and military observers of the Three-State Commission were wel-
comed everywhere in our territory as though they were the gods of jus-
tice who had come to help those in the right and to punish those in the
wrong--as always happens in the old fairy tales and stories which still
greatly influence our people's way of thinking.

In the days prior to December 19, 1948, one could feel the situa-
tion getting increasingly tense. Nonetheless, most of us still firmly
believed that, in spite of the tense situation, the Dutch would not
attack so long as the negotiations being conducted with the assistance
of the Three-State Commission, which was at that time at Kaliurang with
its full staff, were still going on. For this reason, we took appar-
ently contradictory actions. The Java Commander, together with all
the senior officers at the Java Command Headquarters, left for East
Java several days before December 19, and bombs were removed from under-
neath the Maguwo landing strip. But at the same time, orders were
issued to all troops to be on the alert. Precisely on December 19,
1948, orders were given everywhere for maneuvers to be held in the
face of a possible attack.

On the morning of December 18, I visited Pak Dirman, who had been
bedridden for three months. On this occasion, I told him that, al-
though we considered the situation very tense, our political leaders
believed that the Dutch could not afford to attack so long as the ex-
change of notes through the United States representative on the Three-
State Commission was still proceeding. Under such circumstances, an
attack by the Dutch would be the policy of madmen--such was the general
opinion in political circles. Nonetheless, Pak Dirman evidently had a
premonition that the Dutch would attack after all. That same day he
announced that he had taken the command into his own hands again. He
intended this announcement, of course, mainly as a psychological mea-

sure, because at that moment Pak Dirman had by no means recovered. He
had received me lying on his bed.
On the afternoon of December 18, I left for Kaliurang. The Vice-

President, who then concurrently held the posts of head of the Presi-
dential Cabinet and Minister of Defense, was resting at Kaliurang.
While I was having my dinner at the Kaliurang Hotel together with the
other guests (most of them staff members of the Three-State Commission),
the radio, apparently tuned to Djakarta, announced that early the fol-
lowing day the High Commissioner of the Dutch Crown would give an im-
portant address.
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Immediately after dinner, I went to Bung Hatta's’ quarters. I ex-
plained to him that I was worried by this Djakarta radio broadcast,
since, early on the morning of July 21, 1947, we had also heard an im-
portant address by van Mook, the Dutch Lieutenant Governor-General,?®
announcing that Dutch troops had begun an attack the previous night.
Was it not possible that tomorrow, December 19, 1948, High Commissioner
Beel would make the same kind of speech?

Bung Hatta said this was of course a possibility. On the other
hand, Mr. Cochran® had left for Djakarta only the day before with a
reply from Bung Hatta to a letter from the Dutch--a letter which had
been brought by Mr. Cochran himself: Would it not constitute a great
insult to the United States if the Dutch started their attack while
the exchange of notes through this American representative was still
going on? In other words, the conclusions reached during this discus-
sion with Bung Hatta were the same as those we had drawn earlier,
namely: Unquestionably the Dutch could attack; but wouldn't this mean
that they had gone mad?

In spite of this, I could not feel quite at ease. That same
night, I left for Jogjakarta accompanied by Lt. Masdulhak.'® I hoped
to delay the departure of the aircraft--if I am not mistaken a Filipino
plane chartered by AURI [Angkatan Udara Republik Indonesia, Air Force
of the Republic of Indonesia]--due to take off at dawn for Tandjung-
karang [South Sumatra] with about 25 recent graduates of the Military
Academy. Should the Dutch in fact attack, the availability of an air-
craft would allow at least some of our leaders, perhaps one of the
Dwitunggal,!! to leave Indonesia, or at the very least the island of
Java.

7Mohammad Hatta was born in Bukittinggi, West Sumatra, in 1902. He was an im-
portant leader of the Perhimpunan Indonesia in Holland in the late 1920's, and, on
his return to Indonesia, he assumed leadership of the Pendidikan Nasional Indonesia,
one of the two groups into which Sukarno's PNI had split after his arrest in 1929.
Hatta was imprisoned in 1934 and was not released until the Japanese conquest of the
Indies. During the occupation he held a number of positions which established his
status as the number two nationalist leader, after Sukarno. In August 1945, he was
elected Vice-President of the Republic. After the fall of Amir Sjarifuddin's cabi-
net, Hatta formed a so-called Presidential Cabinet, on January 29, 1948, which lasted
until the formal transfer of sovereignty on December 27, 1949.

8When Governor-General Tjarda van Starkenborgh-Stachouwer resigned in 1945,
the Dutch government did not appoint a successor, thus making van Mook de facto the
highest Dutch official in Indonesia. In November 1948, Dr. L. J. M. Beel, formerly
prime minister of the Netherlands, was appointed to the top position in the Indies
with the new title of High Commissioner.

9Merle Cochran was appointed the American representative on the Committee of
Good Offices in August 1948, following the recall of Coert DuBois in July.

loMasdulhak was born in 1925. In 1946, he was attached to the Army's liaison
office in Djakarta; subsequently, he was assigned to the Indonesian delegation dur-
ing the Dutch-Indonesian negotiations of 1947-48.

11Dwitunggal, or duumvirate, refers to Sukarno (President) and Hatta (Vice-
President), regarded then as the inseparable twin leaders of the Indonesian Revolu-
tion.
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The car we used, as was the case with most cars in the territory
of the Republic, was no longer in good condition. At a sharp turn in
the road, the driver cried out that the brakes refused to work proper-
ly. But somehow or other the car was eventually brought safely to a
standstill by the side of the road. '"It seems I'm meant to have a long
life," I told Masdulhak. We needed to find a local government office
with a telephone in order to ring up Jogjakarta and ask if there was a
car available which could be sent to us. We had to wait for hours, and
by the time we finally approached Jogjakarta, dawn was breaking. Just
as we entered the city, we heard the noise of an airplane taking off
and heading west.

So we missed the last chance to send people out of Java in the
event that the Dutch started their attack that morning. Later on we
would hear that the aircraft had landed safely at Tandjungkarang, had
taken off again the same morning, and had landed back at Maguwo. In
the meantime, Maguwo had been occupied by the Dutch, and the plane,
along with its passengers, had been captured. The young officers who
had been flown to Tandjungkarang had continued their journey in accord-
ance with their orders. At Banaran several months later, I received a
brief radiogram from the leader of the group, reporting that all the
officers had reached their respective destinations. Some of them must
have traveled thousands of kilometers from Tandjungkarang to reach
their posts in South, Central and North Sumatra, completing the greater
part of the journey of foot. When I received this radiogram, I ex-
claimed: 'How can this Republic disappear so long as it has such young
men?'" But we are now months ahead of our story!

After reaching my house at No. 8 Djalan Merapi, I lay down on a
couch without getting undressed. Perhaps only a short while after I
had fallen asleep, the noise of planes woke me up. It was getting
light already, and as I looked up through the window, I saw a number
of planes with Dutch markings. Ngajogyakartahadiningrat, our beloved
capital city, was under attack. Was the death knell of the Republic
being tolled this morning? Or would our Republic survive this test?
A1l would depend on us, who called ourselves Republicans. The day of
our trial had come. Were we brass? Or gold?

Without bathing or even washing my face, I drove to Suriadarma's!?
house, also on Djalan Merapi not far away. Suriadarma was already up.
Was there anything that could be done? While we were talking, a big
dummy dropped from one of the enemy planes and fell in front of the
church close by Suriadarma's house. "They're going to drop parachut-
ists," Suriadarma said. I suggested, "Then let's go to the palace."
But he answered, '"Wait until things have calmed down a bit."

I then went to the Java Command Headquarters. On the main street
opposite the headquarters, I saw Zulkifli Lubis.'®> As usual he was not

12R. Surjadi Suriadarma was born in Banjuwangi, East Java, in 1912. After
graduating from the Royal Military Academy in Breda, he joined the KNIL and soon
transferred to its infant air arm. During the occupation, he worked in the police
in Bandung. After the outbreak of the Revolution, he was summoned to Jogjakarta to
guide the formation of the Republic's tiny air force.

13Zulkifli Lubis was born in Tapanuli. During the occupation, he was among
the first to be recruited into the Peta, and specialized in intelligence work. During
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in uniform; he was walking along with a perfectly calm expression, al-
most smiling. In his left hand, he held a big cigarette lighter. 1
had arrived in Jogjakarta at about the same time as Zulkifli, in Octo-
ber 1945, when the central Army leadership was first being established,
but I still found him very mysterious. No senior officer had arrived
at headquarters as yet. I asked who was the senior officer in charge,
for I knew that the Panglima Besar and his staff were out of town.
Somebody told me that it was Lt. Col. Sukanda.!* But Sukanda was then
working in the Territorial Staff and not in the section of the General
Staff which was in charge of operations.

On leaving headquarters, I dropped in for a while at the City
Military Command. Latif'®was discussing 'scorched-earth'" tactics with
his staff. I thought his position that morning a rather difficult one.
He was the City Military Commander, but the troops in the town were
not under his command.

From the City Military Command, I went to the headquarters of the
coding service, in Djalan Batanawarsa. This service was in charge of
sending our radiograms to Bukittinggi.'® I asked Dr. Rubijono,}” our
code expert, to try to keep the connections with Bukittinggi open,
since it was very likely that the cabinet would be sending cables there
as soon as a session could be held.

I then went to the Presidential Palace. This building served not
only as the residence of the President and his family but also as the
center for all activities of the Republic's high command while the
latter was in Jogjakarta. Cabinet sessions were held there, as well as
important meetings with delegations, sessions of the Military Strategy
Council, and important state ceremonies. Thus, my first reaction, when
1t became clear that we were under attack, was: To the Palace!

the early part of the Revolution, he functioned as the effective head of Section Five
of the Ministry of Defense, responsible, among other things, for intelligence and for
sabotage behind enemy lines.

14Sukanda Bratamenggala was born in West Java in 1917. He was graduated from
a teachers' college and joined the Peta during the Japanese occupation. After the
Japanese surrender he was active in several fighting units in West Java, particularly
in the area between north Bandung and east Krawang. After the formation of the Sili-
wangi Division, he became Commander of its First Battalion ("'Tirtajasa'). In 1948,
he was made Deputy Chief of Staff of the Java Command. After the second Dutch action
began, he joined the Siliwangi Division units in their ''long march" back to West Java
from Central Java.

15Abdul Latif Hendraningrat was the second highest Peta officer in the Djakarta
area during the occupation. 1In 1949, he served as the City Military Commander for
Jogjakarta.

16Bukittinggi, West Sumatra, was the headquarters of the Emergency Government
of the Republic, established under Sjafruddin Prawiranegara after the capture of Su-
karno, Hatta, and the bulk of Hatta's cabinet, on the first day of the second Dutch
action, December 19, 1948.

17Dr. Rubijono Kertopati was born in 1914. He was graduated from the Medical
College in Surabaja. In 1946, he was assigned to be the chief medical officer of the
Ministry of Defense. In 1947, he was head of Technical Services, Ministry of Defense,
and in 1948, he was in charge of the coding service of the Armed Forces.
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When I got there, things still seemed rather quiet. In the left-
hand wing of the Palace, in front of the bedrooms reserved for guests,
I saw Bung Sjahrir!® and a few others. Bung Sjahrir was then serving
as adviser to the President, and he came over quite frequently from
Djakarta, where he lived, probably to take counsel. For the past few
days, as the situation became increasingly tense, Bung Sjahrir had been
staying in Jogjakarta at the Palace. In one respect, it was lucky that
few people were around the Palace; even the President was apparently
still in his room. As a result, I had a chance to eat some fried rice
and drink a cup of coffee undisturbed. '"Who knows when we will get
another chance to eat today?" I thought.

Suriadarma came and told us that Maguwo had been attacked, and
probably was already occupied by the enemy. Communications were evi-
dently no longer operating smoothly, however, since he could not give
us any details about the situation at Maguwo. Over and around Jogja-
karta, one could see Dutch aircraft flying about quite freely, since
we could not take any action against them. We had no fighters, and
our anti-aircraft weapons were limited to a few machine guns. Now and
then the Dutch planes dropped rockets and fired their machine guns, but
the Palace itself was not directly attacked from the air.

Gradual%y, the members of the cabinet assembled at the Palace:
Dr. Leimena,!? Djuanda,?® etc. The Sultan®'also came a little later.

18Sutan Sjahrir was born in Padang Pandjang, West Sumatra, in 1909. While a
student in Holland, he became secretary of the Perhimpunan Indonesia and, on his re-
turn to Indonesia, worked with Hatta in the Pendidikan Nasional Indonesia. He was
imprisoned along with Hatta in 1934 and was only released in 1942 after the Dutch
collapse. During the occupation, he avoided public office and attempted to create
an underground organization. After the outbreak of the Revolution, he became a major
spokesman for elements hostile to the so-called collaborators with the Japanese.
Partly for this reason, he became Prime Minister in November 1945. Together with
Amir Sjarifuddin, he led the then dominant Socialist Party. He headed three succes-
sive cabinets until his fall from power in June 1947. As special adviser to the
President, he was assigned to represent the Republic when the Security Council de-
bated the "Indonesian Question" in the early fall of 1947. In early 1948, he broke
with Amir Sjarifuddin and formed a minority party, the Indonesian Socialist Party
(PSI), which supported the Hatta cabinet.

19Johannes Leimena was born in Ambon in 1905. Aside from his medical practice,
he was active in Moluccan and Protestant political organizations. He was Deputy Min-
ister of Health in both the Amir and Hatta cabinets. Given strenuous Dutch efforts
to elicit support from Protestant and Moluccan minorities, Leimena's adherence con-
stituted a significant political asset to the Republic.

20R. Djuanda was born in Tasikmalaja, West Java, in 1911. Before the war, he
was a top member of the Sundanese regional political party, the Pagujuban Pasundan.
He served as Deputy Minister of Communications in the second Sjahrir cabinet, and as
Minister of Communications in the third Sjahrir, the Amir, and the Hatta cabinets.

,215u1tan Hamengku Buwono IX was born in Jogjakarta in 1912. He was enrolled
in Leiden University but had to interrupt his studies and return home due to the ill-
ness of his father. He succeeded his father as Sultan of Jogjakarta in 1939. When
the Revolution broke out, he identified strongly with the Republic. He was Minister
of State without portfolio in the third Sjahrir, the Amir, and the Hatta cabinets.
He was to be made responsible for security in the Jogjakarta region when the Dutch
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For the last few days he had been il1l, and it was obviously still dif-
ficult for him to walk when he emerged from his car and entered the
Palace. Pak Dirman, who had been bedridden for the past three months,
also arrived by car. Slowly, he got out of his car and walked care-
fully into the Palace, supported by some of his adjutants and Dr.
Suwondo,?? his personal doctor. By now the President had also come out
of his room. It remained to wait for Bung Hatta who was still at Kali-
urang. The Sultan and Bung Sjahrir offered to go and fetch Bung Hatta
at Kaliurang. Sasra?’® had already taken him a pass with a Staff of the
Armed Forces stamp, in order to avoid difficulties in case our troops
stopped them on their way. They met Bung Hatta a few kilometers out-
side Jogjakarta. On the way from Kaliurang, Bung Hatta's car had been
fired on from the air, and Hutabarat,”" who was in the car behind Bung
Hatta's, was reported to have been hit.

What decision would the cabinet take? Pak Dirman had already
issued an order over the radio announcing that we were under attack
and declaring a state of war. I suggested to a number of cabinet mem-
bers that a cable should immediately be sent to Bukittinggi transfer-
ring power to Minister of Finance Sjafrudin Prawiranegara/® who was
there at that time. I said that orders had been given to maintain con-
tinuous connection with Bukittinggi for the sending of government
cables. I also proposed that the President, the Vice-President, and
the other leaders should leave town immediately and go to Wonosari.
The Sultan had already given orders by telephone to reserve the Regent's
residence at Wonosari for that purpose. I had myself already sent a
letter from the Palace asking Lt. Col. Daan Jahja,?® Chief of Staff of
the Siliwangi Division, to reserve some troops to escort the President
and the others to Wonosari. When asked whether Wonosari would be safe,

troops left that area as a result of the Rum-van Royen Agreement. Later, in Decem-
ber 1949, he became Minister of Defense in the first cabinet of the United Republic
of Indonesia (RIS) led by Hatta.

22This appears to refer to the Suwondo who served in the Peta in East Java
during the occupation and who, in 1948, became Chief of Staff of the newly formed
Brawidjaja Division there.

23Sutarto Sasraprawira was born in 1920. On the eve of the war, he was en-
rolled at the Reserve Officers' Training School in Bandung. From 1945 to 1947, he
was secretary to the Army's Directorate-General in Jogjakarta. 1In 1948, he was
secretary to the General Staff of the Armed Forces.

24Hutabarat was a personal aide to Vice-President Hatta.

25R. Sjafrudin Prawiranegara was born in Banten, West Java, in 1911. He
worked in both the colonial and Japanese administrations, specializing in taxation
problems. He became Deputy Minister of Finance in the second and Minister of Finance
in the third Sjahrir cabinets. He served as Minister of Economic Affairs in the
Hatta cabinet.

26Daan Jahja was a medical student during the Japanese occupation. After the
Republic was proclaimed, he and others initiated a military academy in Tangerang,
west of Djakarta. He was a Brigade Commander under Nasution in the Siliwangi Divi-
sion and later became Chief of Staff of the Division. He took part in the Round
Table Conference in The Hague as a member of the military staff attached to the Re-
publican delegation. In December 1949 he became military governor of the Djakarta
area.
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I explained that, under the circumstances, no place could be considered
absolutely safe--any place could be attacked at any moment by land or
from the air. Even if Wonosari were still safe that day, this would
not mean that the President and the others could stay there the next
day or the day after. In other words, those leaving the town would
have to get used to the idea of roaming from one village to another
until a general settlement could be reached. Of course, it would also
involve the risk of being shot or captured, shortages of food and medi-
cine, and so on. All these problems were inevitable in the only method
of warfare open to us, a people's war.

The members of the cabinet began to assemble on the back verandah;
I was not invited to attend the meeting. I could see Pak Dirman still
sitting in his chair, so apparently he was not invited either. Later
on he left the Palace. I departed too. I went to the Java Command
Headquarters, which I found empty. Headquarters had been moved to a
house not far away. I met Sukanda who informed me that the headquar-
ters would be transferred outside the city, to the Kutu area, on the
road between Jogjakarta and Magelang.

After discussing the situation with Lt. Col. Sukanda, who was at
that time the senior officer in charge at the Java Command Headquarters,
I returned by car to the Palace. The streets were empty. When I ar-
rived at the Palace, the ministers had begun to disperse. They said
the cabinet had decided not to leave the city. When I asked why, no-
body had a clear answer. Apparently, the cabinet felt that even if the
President and the others left, they still risked being captured later.
Evidently, it was believed that such a situation would have more ad-
verse consequences than if things were clear right from the start,
namely, if the President, the Vice-President, and the ministers were
immediately captured by the enemy. At least, that was more or less as
I understood things; as I noted previously, no one was prepared to give
me a full explanation. As Bung Hatta was about to leave the Palace, I
had a chance to propose that the government should at least make a
statement calling for the continuation of the struggle even if its mem-
bers were captured by the enemy.

Bung Hatta answered, 'Good.'" Harjono,?” who had accompanied me,
hurried off to find paper and a typewriter. In the presence of Bung
Hatta and myself, he typed an official statement to the effect that,
whatever might happen to members of the government, the struggle must
continue. Bung Hatta signed it in his capacity as chief executive.
We saluted and shook hands with him.

This document would provide the legal basis for continuing the
struggle after the head of state and members of the government had been
captured. Later on, we distributed copies of it, but as a matter of
fact, during the people's war, I never met a single person who believed

27Harjono was born in Surabaja in 1924 and was a student at the Medical College
until the later part of the occupation. He then joined the Peta. From the earliest
period of the Republic he was involved in liaison work and cease-fire negotiations,
first with the British and later with the Dutch. In 1946 he was appointed secretary
of the National Defense Council and an official of the Ministry of Defense in charge
of staff work for truce negotiations. In August 1949, he went to The Hague as secre-
tary to the military staff attached to the Republican delegation at the Round Table
Conference.
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that the struggle should not have been carried on if there had been no
such document. I did not see Bung Karno.?® Apparently, he was either
on the back verandah or in his room.

On leaving the palace, I went to Pak Dirman's house in Bintaran.
It was quite empty. Pak Dirman had already left town. Opposite the
Pakualam Palace, I noticed Lt. Col. Surjosularso?’standing under the
trees at the side of the road. He seemed to be taking temporary shel-
ter from the planes which continued circling and shooting. I stopped
and asked him where he planned to go. "To Imogiri," he said. And
myself? '"Perhaps to Imogiri too, perhaps to Kutu," T told him. In-
deed I did not know at the time.

I stopped for a moment at my house. I put a knapsack containing
some clothes, a toothbrush, and soap into the car. We left immediately,
because heavy firing could be heard from the direction of Maguwo. The
actual situation was unclear. Had the Dutch already reached the city
from Maguwo? Had they dropped parachutists at Maguwo, then landed
troops by plane after gaining control of the airfield, and subsequently
proceeded into the city? Or had they, while attacking Maguwo, simul-
taneously advanced towards Jogja via Magelang or Purworedjo? I did
not know at that time.

At any rate, I thought, I should try to drive to Kutu. But a few
minutes before our car reached Gondolaju Bridge, one of the planes cir-
cling above fired at the moving vehicle and scored a direct hit on the
rear end with a machine gun bullet. The car caught fire, but I managed
to get out in time. Once again, as on the previous night between Kali-
urang and Jogjakarta, I said to Pak Untung, the driver of my car: "It
seems I'm meant to have a long life." However, I had had no time to
get the knapsack out of the car.

At that moment, I caught sight of Sasra walking quickly toward
the ravine of the Tjode River. He evidently intended to cross the
river without going over the bridge. Without further thought I fol-
lowed him. We forded the small river, walked through a kampung, and
then crossed the main street, Djalan Malioboro, near Toko Oen. After
that, we walked straight out of town in the direction of Demakidjo.
We did not see the enemy, but the shooting sounded closer and closer.
I did not know the time when we left town, but I guessed that it was
already past two o'clock.

28Sukarno was born in Surabaja, East Java, in 1901. He was graduated from the
Technical Faculty in Bandung in 1926. In 1927, he rose to national prominence as
the founder of the PNI. From late 1929 to late 1931, he was imprisoned by the Dutch.
On his release he joined the Partindo, but he was soon rearrested. He was exiled
to Flores and then Bengkulen from February 1934 to the end of the colonial period
when the Japanese released him. He was the top Indonesian national figure of the
occupation period, serving as leader of both Putera and the HOkokai. After the
Proclamation of Independence, the Committee for the Preparation of Indonesian Inde-
pendence (PPKI) elected him President of the Republic. He also headed the first
cabinet, which lasted until November 1945.

29Surjosularso was born in 1916. He was graduated from the Royal Military
Academy in Breda. During the Revolution, he was instructor at an Army Training In-
stitute, Director of Personnel at the Ministry of Defense, and in charge of the
Army's Communications Service.
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It was an odd coincidence that I left the town with Sasra. More
than three years before, at the beginning of October 1945, Sasra and I
had gone together by train from Bandung to Jogjakarta to assist in the
formation of the central leadership of the Army, which at that time had
just been officially established. I still remember how Suriadarma, who
had been working with the police in Bandung since the Japanese period,
had arranged service cards for Sasra and me as police inspectors, to
enable us to travel by train free of charge. It was funny that it was
as fake police inspectors that we had arrived in Jogjakarta to take
part in setting up the Army Headquarters. When we left Jogjakarta on
the afternoon of December 19, however, we were too sad to think of any-
thing humorous.

I took nothing with me on leaving town except the shirt and pair
of pants I wore. They were the same clothes I had worn at Kaliurang
the day before. My friends often called that shirt and pair of pants
"diplomat's clothes,'" because the shirt was foreign-made and I wore
the grey woolen pants only when I went to Djakarta or Kaliurang to take
part in the negotiations. Now they were the only clothes I had. A few
weeks later, when the situation had become less chaotic and we could
begin to laugh again, I was often teasingly referred to as ''the diplo-
mat who got lost." I walked from one village to another during the
people's war wearing the grey woolen pants and the foreign-made shirt,
which I used to wear only when negotiating with the Dutch and the
Three-State Commission.

At Demakidjo we met Maj. Muslimin.?° Demakidjo had a sugar process
ing plant which had been made over into an arms factory. Maj. Muslimin
was in charge. In accordance with his instructions, he had destroyed
the factory, and now he intended to accompany us. He told us that he
knew Central Java very well, as he had often hunted wild pigs there.

He used to sell the pigs to supplement his household budget.

From Demakidjo we walked to Godean, and from there in the direc-
tion of Kutu. Day had become night. Someone who lived in one of the
houses by the roadside invited us in and offered us cassava. Our
people are indeed generous. I had not eaten or drunk anything since
morning, so the cassava and hot coffee tasted very delicious. At Kutu
nobody knew where the Java Command Headquarters was. We therefore
walked west intending to cross the Progo River. On the way we heard
heavy explosions. Evidently the sugar factories and other buildings
were being destroyed in line with instructions which I myself had
signed a short time before. We felt quite satisfied hearing these ex-
plosions. If the Dutch think that their attack will allow them to put
the factories back to work, just let them see what really happens, I
thought. Didn't the Dutch realize, before they started their attack,
that we genuinely would rather see our country reduced to rubble than
endure Dutch colonialism once again? At Minggir we slept in a guard-
house while waiting for dawn, since there was no raft to take us across
the Progo before morning.

Although I was exhausted, I could not fall asleep immediately.
The day before, on December 18, I had been driving around in a car in

30Muslimin was born in 1911. He was given special training in the weapons work-
shop of the KNIL and, in 1945, he was made head of the arms workshops of the Ministry
of Defense. During the second Dutch action, he was in charge of arms workshops for
the area of Military Governor III.
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Jogjakarta as Deputy Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces. That after-
noon I had eaten my dinner at the Kaliurang Hotel as a 'diplomat'" to-
gether with members of our delegation and those of the Three-State
Commission. Later I had met His Excellency the Vice-President of our
Republic. And now I was here, in a guardhouse at Minggir on the bank
of the Progo. No one could predict what would happen to me now. Such
is life, I thought; it has its ebb and flow, just like the sea.

How odd that, at that moment, a passage from a poem by Kipling
came into my mind. At the very time when I was being hunted by the
Dutch imperialists, I found pleasure in the work of a poet who praised
British imperialism.

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster,

And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build 'em up with worn-out tools:
If you can make one heap of all your winnings,
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss;

And lose, and start again at your beginnings

And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings--nor lose the common touch,
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And--which is more--you'll be a Man, my son.

Jogjakarta had fallen. The President, the Vice-President, and
our other top leaders had been captured. But was this the end of our
Republic? There is a writer (Machiavelli, if I am not mistaken) who
once said that the last fortress of a state existed in the hearts of
its soldiers. Whether our Republic would live or die now mainly de-
pended indeed on the question of whether or not it was still alive in
the hearts of the officers, noncommissioned officers, and soldiers of
the Indonesian National Army. The answer to this question would be
given by developments in the days and weeks to come. My own fate, as

Tahi Bonar Simatupang, Colonel in the Indonesian Army, also hung on
this answer.

Nonetheless, my heart was quiet and serene. For some time now, I
had been getting used to the idea that a Dutch attack was inevitable.
We would have to swallow this bitter medicine to its last drop as a
test of our sincere desire to live as an independent nation and state.
But the test had come sooner than I had first expected.

I remembered a conversation with Capt. Nusjirwan in Djakarta some
time before, as we rode back in a car to No. 56 Pegangsaan Timur from
a negotiating session at the Hotel Des Indes. The meeting that day
had been quite brief. The Dutch had made a proposal which in essence
called for the dissolution of the Indonesian National Army during what
they called an "interim period"; I had immediately made it clear that
such a proposal could not even be considered. So the meeting was
adjourned. In effect, this was the last meeting of the Military Com-
mission, for the subsequent negotiations, at Kaliurang, were held
directly between a number of Dutch ministers and our government.
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Later, in the car, I had said to Nusjirwan, who was my secretary at
that time: '"If it is the fate of this Republic to perish, I will per-
ish with it. For me there is no road back, nor any other road forward."

I was already committed, and therefore I was quiet and serene.
Yet as I lay in the guardhouse at Minggir, my thoughts turned for a
while to my mother who was living in Pematang Siantar in Sumatra. No
doubt she would be praying for my safety once she learned from the
radio that Jogjakarta had fallen into the hands of the Dutch.

Of course, all soldiers, noncommissioned officers, and officers of
the Indonesian National Army had fathers, mothers, even wives and chil-
dren whom they had had to leave behind to continue the struggle. My
own position was not so bad, as I was still unmarried.

All of this was for Indonesia's independence.

Eventually I fell asleep. When the cocks crowing to one another
in the villages around the guardhouse woke me up, the sky in the east
above Mount Merapi had begun to lighten. There is an exquisite sen-
tence in the Book of Genesis in the Holy Bible, which I used to read in
the Batak language and later in Dutch, when I was at the Christian
Junior High School in Tarutung [Tapanuli] and subsequently at the
Salemba Christian Senior High School in Djakarta. 'Dungi bot ma ari,
terang ma ari muse, ima ari pardjolo." "En het was avond geweest, het
was morgen geweest, de eerste dag." It means: '"So the morning had be-
come evening and the evening had become day, the first day." The first
day of the second war of independence had ended and the second day had
come.

I woke Sasra and my other friends, who were still sound asleep in
the guardhouse at Minggir on the banks of the Progo that was flowing
quietly to the Southern Sea as it had done for centuries.

It would perhaps be useful if we now answered some questions which
may arise with regard to the events of December 19, 1948. Could Jogja-
karta have been defended against the Dutch attack? I do not think we
were in a position to defend it for an unlimited period. Could Jogja-
karta have been defended for a limited time, for instance, two or three
days? Theoretically, I think, this would not have been impossible.

For example, if the Maguwo airfield could have been held and effective-
ly sabotaged on the first day, we might have gained two or three days
before Jogjakarta fell. But our belief that the Dutch would not attack
so long as the exchange of notes through the Three-State Commission,
or, more accurately, through the United States representative on the
Commission, continued,prevented us from taking the necessary measures.

What would have happened, if the fall of Jogjakarta could have
been delayed for two or three days? Such a delay would mainly have had
a psychological impact, both at home and abroad. After a few days,
Jogjakarta would have had to be abandoned anyway. Of course, the de-
lay would have given us more time to effect our scorched-earth tactics
before leaving the city.

In this regard, it should be noted that the state leaders were
not captured, on December 19, 1948, because they had no time to leave
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Jogjakarta. They remained in the city as a consequence of a political
decision consciously taken following considerable deliberation in a
cabinet meeting held on the morning of December 19, 1948, at the Pal-
ace. Even if the fall of Jogjakarta could have been delayed for two
or three days, it 1s questionable whether they would have made a dif-
ferent decision.

Our conclusion is that Jogjakarta's fall was inevitable; at the
most, we could have delayed it a few days. Such a delay, however,
would probably not have fundamentally affected further developments.

Our experience with the fall of Jogjakarta underlines the truth
of the military maxim: '"Always expect the unexpected."



CHAPTER II

WITH THE SILIWANGI DIVISION

Early on the morning of December 20, 1948, we crossed the Progo on
a raft. On the other side of the river lay a bigger village, Dekso.
I had come across the name of this village in a history book about the
struggle of Prince Diponegoro, but this was the first time I had seen
it myself. It is certainly favorably situated for carrying on a peo-
ple's war. Dekso is protected from an attack from the east by the
Progo, which is rather wide there; around it there are rice fields and
gardens, while not far away there are hills to fall back to if neces-
sary. It is not surprising that Dekso and the area surrounding it
served for a long time as Prince Diponegoro's base while he waged his
people's war against the Dutch. Now, 120 years later, quite acciden-
tally, we, too, arrived at Dekso. As soon as I saw Dekso for the first
time it flashed into my mind to seek a suitable site in the area for a
fairly permanent base for the Staff of the Armed Forces during the
people's war.

First of all, however, I intended to get in touch with the Java
Command Headquarters, as it was this headquarters that had been assigned
to direct the defense of Java. Theoretically, the Staff of the Armed
Forces was supposed to coordinate the defense of both Java and Sumatra,
indeed the whole of Indonesia as well. It was also to coordinate de-
fense measures with our political, diplomatic, economic, and other
policies. At the moment, of course, this was all purely theoretical.
In my capacity as Deputy Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces, I first
had to establish contact with the Java and Sumatra Commands; only then
could further steps by the Staff of the Armed Forces be considered.

In addition, it was essential to establish contact with Pak Dirman as
soon as possible.

At Dekso, nobody knew the location of the Java Command Headquar-
ters. One battalion of the Siliwangi Division was here, under the
command of Maj. Daeng,! and it was heading for West Java. Daeng had
told me that his battalion had received orders to leave immediately for
West Java if the Dutch attacked. For some time now, he had been study-
ing which route to take to avoid the main roads. Indeed, some time
ago an order known in the army as the Panglima Besar's Instruction No. 1
had been issued which mapped out the actions each unit should take in
case of a Dutch attack.

From Dekso we walked some miles south to Kenteng. There we met
Lt. Col. Sudarto. Sudarto had been a student at the Technical Faculty
in Bandung before the Japanese came, and, during the occupation, he had
been a high school teacher in Jogja. At the time of the Dutch attack,
he commanded the Seventeenth Brigade. This brigade had been assigned

1Daeng commanded the Fourth Battalion of the First Siliwangi Brigade in 1948.
The brigade was quartered in Jogjakarta as a consequence of the post-Renville evacu-
ations. Like Daan Jahja, he was captured by the Dutch in the course of the second
action.

28
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to consolidate the units organized since 1945 in a number of regions by
students who had joined the armed struggle.

Sudarto informed us that some time ago, he and his staff had
selected and prepared the area around Kenteng as a base to fall back
on in case of retreat, and that therefore when it became clear that
the Dutch had started to attack on December 19, his group went to Ken-
teng. Sudarto, too, had no idea where the Java Command Headquarters
might be. I suspected that its members had not yet reassembled, having
left Jogja the day before in small groups.

The reports I got from Daeng and Sudarto were typical of what
happened everywhere in those days. Each unit had known for some time
where it should go in case of a Dutch attack and, as far as possible,
preparations had already been made. Some units had to travel only a
few kilometers to reach their fall-back positions, as was the case with
Lt. Col. Sudarto's staff. Others had to march hundreds of kilometers
through the mountains before arriving at their base areas, such as
Daeng's battalion, which was heading for West Java. In general, the
troops that had been evacuated from West Java, the western part of
Central Java, and the eastern part of East Java, in accordance with
the Renville Agreement, had for some time been preparing themselves
for the return to their respective regions if the Dutch attacked.
Apparently the same thing took place on Sumatra, though on December 20
we had no idea about what was happening there. In fact, my knowledge
of events on Java at that time was still limited to what I had per-
sonally seen and heard.

Our organization had not yet been restored as a working unit.
Nonetheless, as the examples noted above clearly demonstrate, parts of
this organization had carried out the steps previously decided upon.
Apparently the Dutch had no inkling of all this. Perhaps they were
intoxicated with their victories in Jogjakarta and Djakarta and be-
lieved that with the surprise seizure of Jogjakarta and other towns,
the Republic and its Armed Forces had met their end. Perhaps, too,
they thought that the capture of our top leaders would break the spirit
of the people and the Armed Forces. If the Dutch really let themselves
be guided by such expectations--and from my earlier conversations with
members of the Dutch delegation at Kaliurang I had got the impression
that such indeed was the trend of their thinking--they were living in
a dream world.

From Kenteng we went back to Dekso. Since I concluded that the
Java Command Headquarters had not yet been reorganized, I decided first
to try to contact Col. Bambang Sugeng,? the Military Governor of the
Third Region, whose area of responsibility covered the western part of
Central Java, i.e., the regions of Jogjakarta, Kedu, half of Semarang,
Pekalongan, and Banjumas. I wanted to ascertain whether or not our
organization from the level of Military Governor on down had already

2Bambang Sugeng was born in Tegalredjo, Magelang, Central Java, in 1913. He
received a high school education, and in the 1930's worked in the Department of In-
ternal Affairs, Lampung, and later in the kabupatén office in Temanggung, Central
Java. During the occupation he was a company commander in the Peta, stationed in the
Magelang area. After the Revolution began, he headed the Wonosobo Regiment in the
Fifth Division under Sudirman. Subsequently, he became Chief of Staff of the Second
Division in Purwokerto, and in May 1948, he was made Commander of the Diponegoro
Division. At the time of the Madiun Affair, he was Military Governor of the Third
Region.
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been restored. My best plan of action would be to join the Siliwangi
troops moving westwards. Later on, I could part company with them, for
they would continue heading west, while I would have to go north to the
Mount Sumbing area, where Bambang Sugeng and his staff were located.
Afterward, I would return here to the Dekso region because it was a
good place for a more permanent base, and furthermore, as Deputy Chief
of Staff of the Armed Forces, it was better that I not be located too
far away from Jogjakarta. Somehow or other, contact with our people in
the city, and through them with Djakarta, would eventually have to be
restored to enable us to cope with further political developments.
Perhaps by the time I returned here, the nature of the general situa-
tion would have become clearer. The most important problems concerned
the extent to which the Java Command Headquarters could be reconsti-
tuted, communication with Sumatra restored, and contact with Pak Dirman
achieved.

From Dekso we walked in the direction of Samigaluh. At dusk we
bivouacked, together with one of the units heading for West Java.
Among others, we saw Rukana there.?® Early the next morning, we reached
Samigaluh. Here we met the staff of the Siliwangi Division under the
command of Daan Jahja. Taswin,® now a [deputy] brigade commander, and
Kemal,® a battalion commander, were also there. I also saw a white
man, Princen.® Mokoginta,’ the Commander of the Military Police, was
there too. Evidently, most of the Siliwangi troops had chosen the
route through Dekso, Samigaluh, and on west. This unquestionably
caused increasing difficulty in finding food in these areas, since as
a rule the troops purchased their supplies through the lurah or the
tjamat® in places along their route.

3Rukana commanded the military police battalion in the Bandung Regiment in the
fall of 1945.

4R. Taswin Almalik Natadiningrat was born in Serang, West Java, in 1922. He
was a student at the Medical Faculty in Djakarta before the war. In 1945, he joined
the Badan Keamanan Rakjat (People's Security Organization), a forerunner of the Indo-
nesian Army, and in 1946 he served as chief of the organization and personnel sec-
tion of the Tangerang Regiment under Daan Jahja. In 1946-47 he was Chief of Staff
of the Second Brigade of the Siliwangi Division. In 1948, he was assigned to Solo
and Jogjakarta. When the second Dutch action was launched, he returned to West Java
with his men; when the cease-fire was proclaimed, he represented the Republican
forces on the Cease-fire Joint Board in the Serang area.

Skemal Idris was born in 1923. During the Japanese period, he joined the Peta,
and, after the Revolution began, he became commander of a battalion in the Tangerang
area. He later headed the First Battalion in the First Siliwangi Brigade, which was
quartered in Jogjakarta in 1948.

6Princen, a deserter from the Dutch army, went over to the Republican side and
became attached to the Siliwangi Division.

7A. J. Mokoginta was born in 1921. He attended the Royal Military Academy in
Bandung on the eve of the Second World War. From 1946 to 1947, he served as Chief of
Staff of the Third Brigade of the Siliwangi Division. For a period he also served
as ADC to General Urip Sumohardjo. In September 1948, he replaced Gatot Subroto as
Commander of the Military Police for the Java Command.

8A tjamat is a sub-district chief; a lurah is a village chief.
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I learned from Lt. Col. Daan Jahja that on the morning of December
19 he had received the orders (which I had written at the Palace) to
have troops ready for escorting the President and others to Wonosari.
However, when by midday he had received no further news, he and his men
had left the city for West Java.

Daan and Taswin had been medical students in Djakarta during the
early days of the Japanese occupation. In line with efforts to '"Japan-
ize" and militarize, or at least '"semi-militarize," everything, the
Japanese had required students to shave their heads. Since during the
Dutch period it had been constantly emphasized that students should be
independent, too independent perhaps, the Japanese measure had resulted
in student resistance. Daan Jahja had been among those whom the Japa-
nese considered the ringleaders of the resistance, a serious crime to
a totalitarian regime. Later, he had attended a Peta training course
and, after the Proclamation of Independence, had taken part in founding
the Military Academy at Tangerang.® The cadets were generally young
men from families resident in Djakarta. Among the pemuda [activist
youth] buried at the Tangerang Heroes' Cemetery, for instance, are two
children of the Margono!’ family and a child of the Hadji Agus Salim'!
family.

Many wives and children accompanied the troops. Apparently they
had left West Java earlier when their husbands' units had been evacu-
ated. Now, as the troops set off home for West Java after the Dutch
attack, what else could the wives do but follow? What would have been
their fate had they been left behind in the towns occupied by the
Dutch, in the midst of a strange community? During the four days of
my journey westward with the Siliwangi troops, I saw wives and children
joining the march, setting off into the dark, crossing rivers, and
climbing steep, slippery hills. I heard about cases of children who
had drowned while crossing flood-swollen rivers during pitch-dark
nights. Truly, we did not receive our independence as a gift.

That same day, December 21, we walked with Daan Jahja and some
members of his staff to Banjuasin. After four days of irregular meals,

gln November 1945, the Republic sponsored the founding of a military academy
in Tangerang, near Djakarta. Maj. Daan Mogot served as its director, but, given its
proximity to Allied-occupied Djakarta, the academy did not long survive.

10R. M. Margono Djojohadikusumo was born in Probolinggo, East Java, in 1894.
He was graduated from the Civil Service Academy in 1911. During the colonial era he
pursued a career in the civil service, particularly in sections concerning government
credit and cooperatives. In 1942, he was made director of the People's Bank. After
the Revolution broke out, he became chairman of the Supreme Advisory Council, set up
in September 1945, and also the first chairman of the Indonesian State Bank. Two of
his sons, Subianto and Sujono, were killed on January 25, 1946, in Tangerang. An-
other son, Dr. Sumitro Djojohadikusumo, subsequently became the most prominent member
of Margono's family.

11Hadji Agus Salim was born in Kota Gedang, near Bukittinggi, West Sumatra, in
1884. He was one of the best known of the prewar nationalist leaders. He served as
a top leader of the Sarekat Islam and of its successor, the PSII, and was an important
publicist for modernist Islamic thinking. He was Deputy Foreign Minister in the
second and third Sjahrir cabinets and Foreign Minister in the Amir and the Hatta
cabinets. ‘Several of his relatives, for example Sutan Sjahrir, also achieved promi-
nent positions in the Republic. His son, Ahmad Sjauket, was killed in 1946.



32

that afternoon Daan Jahja provided us with delicious food. He had
bought a goat from a villager and we ate plain rice with saté and
gulai.'? "This is not a galgemmaal," Jahja said. "I hope not!" I
answered. Galgenmaal in Dutch means the delicious meal given to some-
body just before he is led to the gallows.

After the meal, we talked about how we had come to the present
situation and what was in store for us in the future. I said that, in
my own view, both sides had incorrectly assessed the situation follow-
ing the Renville Agreement. I thought that Bung Amir had been well
aware that, from the military as well as from the economic point of
view, the Renville Agreement was disastrous for us. Yet he had be-
lieved that, by yielding to the pressure of the Three-State Commission,
in particular the urging of Dr. Graham,'® he could "buy'" a political
guarantee, especially from the United States, against another Dutch
attack. It seemed to me that many of our leaders had accepted this
line of thinking at that time. If the implementation of Bung Karno's
slogan "From the Bullet to the Ballot' could have been guaranteed by
the Three-State Commission, then history would have recorded the Ren-
ville Agreement as beneficial to us. Our mistake was that we had over-
estimated the effect of the Three-State Commission. Probably Bung
Amir himself had also overestimated Dr. Graham's personal statements.
This is not to imply that Dr. Graham tricked Bung Amir. My impression
had been that Dr. Graham was an honest person of real good will but
that van Zeeland, the Belgian representative on the Three-State Commis-
sion and a veteran European diplomat, was probably far more shrewd.
Furthermore, immediately after the signing of the Renville Agreement,
Dr. Graham had been called back to Washington. Perhaps this episode
demonstrated that we were still green in matters of diplomacy and inter-
national politics.

In several regions, particularly in East Sumatra and East Java,
production had increased several times over after we had evacuated them
in compliance with the Renville Agreement. In my conversations with
members of the Dutch delegation at Kaliurang, they had stressed this
fact. Apparently they had concluded: "If we carry through our offen-
sive until the whole area of the Republic is occupied, we will soon
have production running smoothly, and 'peace and order' will be assured
again, as is the case in Dutch-occupied East Sumatra and East Java."

In these conversations, I had explained that the Dutch had drawn
a false conclusion. East Sumatra and the occupied area of East Java
had only become '"secure'" because the Republic had withdrawn its troops
and pemuda from these regions, while awaiting the time of their return
to the fold of the Republic through the ballot. I warned the Dutch
that, in case of attack, all this would radically change. The army and
the pemuda would return to these regions, which they had left because
of their faith in the slogan "From the Bullet to the Ballot," and then
Dutch "peace and order" would automatically disappear. I stressed over
and over again that, if the Dutch attacked, the Republic would also be
bound to use every means available against them, and that they should
not assume that a flood of anti-Dutch hatred, once released, could
easily be dammed, like stopping the flow of water from a pipe by merely
turning the tap.

128até is an Indonesian barbecued-meat dish and gulai is a curry.

135, Frank Graham was the first American representative on the Committee of
Good Offices (the Three-State Commission).
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We had wrongly assessed the capability of the Three-State Commis-
sion when we accepted the Renville Agreement. On the other hand, the
Dutch had also miscalculated with regard to our power and capabilities
when they began their second attack. Just as we were bitterly disap-
pointed in the Three-State Commission, so too the Dutch would certainly
be disappointed in their expectations about their attack.

I remember telling my friends about a half-funny, half-serious
conversation between several members of the Dutch delegation and my-
self the last time they had come to Kaliurang, before the attack on
Jogjakarta. We had talked about van Mook's farewell speech over the
radio, when he retired from his position as Lieutenant Governor-General.
He had said, "We are standing on the top of Mount Nebo, we have seen
the promised land, but we have not yet entered it." What van Mook had
meant, no doubt, was that he was leaving Indonesia on the very threshold
of the formation of the United States of Indonesia. Those of us on the
Republic's side had thought van Mook's statement rather comic, since he
seemed to be making himself out as a prophet who had brought Indonesia
to the threshold of prosperity and happiness, like Moses, who had
brought the children of Israel to the gates of Canaan. In choosing
this comparison, however, van Mook had evidently forgotten that in
punishment for a sin which he had committed, Moses had not been allowed
to lead the children of Israel into the promised land but had only been
permitted to view it from the top of Mount Nebo. From the point of
view of the Republic, van Mook had sinned by launching the attack of
July 21, 1947. Did van Mook realize this as he made his speech?

So I had said, rather sarcastically: '"Why did van Mook speak as
though he had the opportunity to see the promised land only from the
top of Mount Nebo? Surely, you gentlemen must know why Moses was not
allowed to enter the land of Canaan?'" The Dutch had acted rather em-
barrassed for some moments. However, one of them then counterattacked
by asking: "But perhaps you, sir, know who replaced Moses?'" I had
nodded, acknowledging the appropriateness of the reply. Moses had
been replaced by Joshua who then led the Jewish troops in their attack
on Canaan. Joshua attacked Jericho, his troops encircling the town
walls. He sounded his trumpets and the walls of Jericho collapsed. I
had not misunderstood the subtle threat implied in the remark of the
Dutch delegate.

Now the threat had become reality. As with Joshua who attacked
Jericho after replacing Moses, so Beel had attacked Jogjakarta after
replacing van Mook. Joshua had sounded his trumpets and the walls of
Jericho had fallen. Beel had made a radio speech on the morning of
December 19, and, that very day, Jogjakarta had fallen into Dutch hands.

Such was the course of our conversation in the house of the lurah
of Banjuasin during the evening of December 21, as we sat around after
eating our fill of saté and gulai.

The next morning, December 22, the troops accompanying us were
going to cross the main highway between Magelang and Purworedjo. They
had chosen a point near the village of Djati. In only two days, our
whole conception of the meaning of roads, towns, and mountains had
changed completely. While we were in the towns, we really paid atten-
tion only to the towns and the roads connecting them; we hardly ever
thought about the areas to the right and left of these roads, or about
the mountain regions. After the towns had been attacked, our troops
had had to abandon them and head for the mountains. Seen from this
perspective, the towns and highways now represented alien things
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associated with the enemy. Beyond the towns and the highways, we could
maneuver and hold sway. At times, towns would have to be attacked, as
would the enemy using the main roads. Crossing a main road meant en-
tering enemy territory or, at the least, a no-man's land; therefore,

the move should preferably be taken at night and after thorough prepara-
tions.

The operation was to be conducted after sundown. Troops would be
stationed on both sides of the crossing point to guard against a sur-
prise attack. When sunset approached, the units that were going to
cross had already assembled some distance from the road. It was driz-
zling and the village paths were slippery. Many civilians had joined
the troops; among them was Chaerul Saleh,!'* who apparently intended to
accompany the troops to West Java.

The signal was given. In single file, the troops moved forward,
crossed the road, went up a path, descended into a valley and forded a
swollen river, eventually reaching the village of Sukowuluh. Those of
us who carried nothing but a light knapsack--the staff of the Siliwangi
Division had provided me with a knapsack and some clothes--were very
tired when we finally reached Sukowuluh after midnight. Naturally,
the wives and children were even more exhausted. We slept in a house
in Sukowuluh, but Daan Jahja and Daeng went on ahead to see to the
troops in the vanguard.

Some time later, we heard shots, though it was not clear from
where they came. Dawn was breaking. The troops were evidently on the
alert and patrols were sent to reconnoiter. Soon afterwards we heard
more shots. Apparently a small enemy unit had been firing from a hill-
top but it rapidly withdrew as our forces in the Sukowuluh area were
fairly strong. For some hours patrols were deployed around the area,
but the enemy had apparently already left. O0ddly enough, Daan Jahja and
Daeng had not yet reappeared. From various sources of information, we
later concluded that they had been sleeping in a small shop; at dawn,

a small enemy unit had attacked the shop and captured them.

The first shooting evidently had occurred during this attack.
After capturing the two men (who happened to be a divisional Chief of
Staff and a battalion commander), the enemy had hurriedly retired.
Later, another enemy unit had opened fire--just to create anxiety among
us. It seems that the feast at Banjuasin the day before really had
been a galgenmaal for Daan. (Only after our final return to Jogjakarta
would he be released from internment at Tjilatjap.) In a war like
this, a great deal depends on luck. If we had not stayed at Sukowuluh
when Daan Jahja and Daeng went ahead, perhaps we too would have had to
await the cessation of hostilities in a Dutch prison.

After the loss of Daan Jahja, the Siliwangi Division had no lead-
er; there had been no Division Commander, only a Chief of Staff, and

14Chaerul Saleh was born in Sawahlunto, West Sumatra, in 1916. He was active
in radical student politics while enrolled at the Law Faculty in Djakarta in the
1930's. During the Japanese occupation, he was among the most prominent pemuda in
Djakarta. He was one of the leaders of the celebrated 'kidnapping' of Sukarno and
Hatta, on August 16, 1945, designed to force the two older leaders to declare Indone-
sia's independence. He subsequently became involved in Tan Malaka's Persatuan Per-
djuangan coalition which opposed the diplomatic strategy of Sjahrir and Amir Sjari-
fuddin, and, in March 1946, he was arrested. Though soon released, he was rearrested
after the July 3, 1946 Affair, tried, and sentenced to prison. He escaped shortly
before the second Dutch attack.
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he now had to be regarded as missing. In theory, as Deputy Chief of
Staff of the Armed Forces, this was not my problem but that of the

Java Command. But as I happened to be on the spot when the problem
developed and as it was not clear for the moment where the Java Command
was, I felt that I should take some action. As I remember, the Brigade
Commanders of the Siliwangi Division at that time were: Lt. Col.
Sadikin,'® Lt. Col. Kusno Utomo,!®and Lt. Col. Taswin;!” of these Sadikin
was senior. For this reason I issued an emergency order appointing Lt.
Col. Sadikin as Acting Commander of the Siliwangi Division. As I wrote
out this order of appointment, Sitorus and Silitonga were beside me.

I gave the letter to Sitorus, who commanded a battalion, to be deliv-
ered to Lt. Col. Sadikin.

It was very hard for me to part with the Siliwangi troops at such
a moment. But I felt that I could not go with them to West Java; I had
to stay within reach of Jogjakarta to be able to follow further devel-
opments. From Sukowuluh the Siliwangi troops would go further west,
and I would go north to inspect the situation in the Mount Sumbing
area. I would then return to the Jogjakarta region.

What I had experienced during the couple of days I had marched with
the Siliwangi troops, they would certainly experience many times over
before reaching West Java--crossing roads and rivers, facing attacks,
walking on slippery mountain paths at night. 1In spite of this, I could
sense a kind of joy infusing these men, perhaps because, whatever else
was happening, they were heading toward their own homes in the beauti-
ful Parahijangan [Priangan] region.

After the signing of the Renville Agreement, I had been sent by
the government to West Java to arrange the "Hidjrah" of these troops.®
Now it was as though I was escorting them as far as Sukowuluh on their
march home to West Java.

It reminded me of a day just before the final decision had to be
made whether or not to accept the Renville Agreement. If I remember

15Sadikin was born in Purwokerto, Central Java, in 1916. He was trained at the
non-commissioned officers' school of the KNIL, served with the KNIL from 1935 onward,
and attained the rank of sergeant. During the occupation, he was in the Heiho auxil-
iary troops, serving in Djakarta, Surabaja, and Semarang. When the Revolution broke
out, he became a battalion commander in the Djakarta area, and, in 1946, he headed the
Sixth Regiment (Tjikampek) in the Third Division. In February 1948, he commanded the
Fourth Siliwangi Brigade in Tasikmalaja, and, after the post-Renville evacuation, he
headed the Second Siliwangi Brigade, located in Surakarta. He led the Siliwangi
forces in putting down the Madiun uprising.

16Kusno Utomo was born in 1919 and was a cadet in the Reserve Officers' Training
Corps (CORO) on the eve of the war. In November 1945, he was with the Regiment Head-
quarters in the Tasikmalaja area and in December 1945 was assigned as military police
commander in the Tangerang area. In May 1947, he was Chief of Staff of the Tjirebon
Brigade and in May 1948 he commanded the First Siliwangi Brigade, stationed in Jogja-
karta.

17the Third Brigade was in fact headed first by Lt. Col. Edi Sukardi and subse-
quently by Maj. Sjamsu, not by Taswin.

18Hidjrah [Hegira], the classical term for the Prophet Mohammad's flight to
Medina before his triumphant return to Mecca, was commonly used in the Revolution to
describe the evacuation of Republican troops from parts of West Java to Central Java
following the stipulations of the Renville Agreement. Use of the word of course ex-
pressed the hope of an eventual triumphant return to West Java.
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correctly, Bung Amir could not leave Djakarta that day, so Dr. Leimena
and I flew to Jogjakarta in a Beachcraft airplane belonging to the
United States Navy. We had to return to Djakarta the same day, bring-
ing the Jogjakarta decision. Because time was limited, the President
and Vice-President came personally to Maguwo to hear the message we
brought and to make an immediate decision. Only the two of us were in
that small plane. From the very outset, both of us had followed the
developments leading up to these last moments in the negotiations. The
military commission, headed by Dr. Leimena, had conducted the initial
negotiations prior to the arrival in Djakarta of the political delega-
tion under Bung Amir. By the time the political delegation began to
negotiate, the talks between our military commission and its Dutch
counterpart had in fact already reached an impasse. The Dutch based
their stand on the 'van Mook Line,"!® but we considered this "line"
only a figment of their imagination. We had traveled to and fro be-
tween Djakarta and Jogjakarta. Together with the delegation members,
we had followed the never-ending sessions of the '"giant' cabinet, pre-
sided over by Bung Amir, which were held at the Presidential Palace in
Jogjakarta whenever our delegation returned to report. We had attended
the meeting at Kaliurang between the leaders of the Republic and the
members of the Three-State Commission, at which Dr. Graham had pro-
nounced his ambiguous words on being asked what the position of the
Republic would be in the event that the Renville Agreement was accepted:
"You are what you are." Nonetheless, at a quiet moment in the Beach-
craft plane, I posed the question, as it were, to myself: "Is this the
right road?" Oom Jo?° responded: "As fathers we will never give some-
thing bad to our children. I have been thinking over the problem we
are confronting and I am convinced we are on the right road." And I
knew that, when he said "our children," he meant, among others, these
boys of the Siliwangi Division who still had to walk some hundreds of
kilometers from Sukowuluh before arriving back home in West Java.

From Sukowuluh, Sasra, Muslimin, and I walked northward, together
with a number of young students who wanted to accompany us, through
Djumbleng, Tunggangan, and Pandansari until finally we reached Kali-
tengah. At Pandansari we met Maj. Wilujo;?! he had been ordered by Col.
Bambang Sugeng to make contact with his Brigade Commanders, Lt. Col.
Jani?? in Kedu-Semarang, Lt. Col. Suharto?® in Jogjakarta, and Lt. Col.
Bachrun®* in Pekalongan-Banjumas.

19The name applied by the Dutch to the military demarcation line established
after their first attack.

20Dr. Leimena was often called Oom Jo by his close friends. Oom is the Dutch
for uncle and is used in much the same way as Pak, but especially for Ambonese and
Menadonese. Jo is an abbreviation for Johannes.

21Wilujo Puspojudo was born near Pekalongan, Central Java, in 1919. During the
Japanese occupation, he was a middle-ranking Peta officer in Pekalongan. In the early
Revolution, he served as a staff officer in the same area. In 1947, he became an in-
telligence officer attached to the Seventeenth Regiment within the Third Division.
In 1948, he performed the same function at Third Division Headquarters in Magelang.
He became Assistant to the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces in Jogjakarta in
1949.

22Achmad Jani was born in Purworedjo, Central Java, in 1921. He was enrolled
for special training in the Military Topography Service in 1940 and underwent field
training as a KNIL sergeant in 1941. During the Japanese occupation, he first joined
the Heihd in Magelang and in 1944 enrolled in the Peta. From 1945 to 1947, he headed
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The lurah of Kalitengah received us enthusiastically. He told us
he was a descendant of one of the followers of Prince Diponegoro.
Though we could not ascertain if this pedigree was accurate, his asser-
tion showed clearly that the stories about the Diponegoro war remained
a living thing for the people in this region. This would obviously be
a great advantage in carrying on the present people's war. Perhaps,
for the people of these villages, the difference between the Diponegoro
war of 120 years ago and the present one was not so great. In the
past, Prince Diponegoro's allied princes and their followers had been
warmly welcomed by the lurah and villagers everywhere; now the lurah
and the villagers warmly greeted the colonels and their followers.

Pak Lurah and the people of Kalitengah entertained us cordially that
night.

the Fourth Battalion of the Fifth Division in Magelang. In 1948, he served as Com-
mander of the Ninth Brigade of the Third Division.

23Suharto was born in Jogjakarta in 1921. He received military training in
1940 under the Dutch. During the Japanese occupation, after a short period with the
police, he joined the Peta in Jogjakarta and Madiun. During the Revolution, he rose
rapidly from company commander until, in 1948, he was Brigade Commander for the
Jogjakarta Area.

24Mohammad Bachrun was born in Purwokerto, Central Java, in 1911. During the
colonial period he was a school teacher and active in the Jong Islamieten Bond and
the Gerakan Ahmadijah Indonesia, serving as secretary to the latter organization.
During the Japanese occupation, he joined the Peta and, when the Revolution began, he
became Commander of the Fifteenth Regiment in the Tjilatjap area. Subsequently, he
commanded the Sixteenth Regiment in Purwokerto and became Brigade Commander in that
region after May 1948.



CHAPTER III

TURN OF THE YEAR

We stayed for three days at Kalibaru, a village not very different
from others where we had slept. We now went barefoot, for in the rainy
season we could walk more quickly on the slippery village paths without
out shoes on. If we wore our shoes, after three or four steps, they
became encased in mud, making each step difficult. The shoes also made
us slip easily, but if we walked barefoot, our toes automatically spread
apart, making our feet grip the slippery soil. So we had put our shoes
away in our knapsacks. In only a few days, we had become accustomed
to living like villagers.

We stayed at Kalibaru over Christmas, from December 24 to 26,
1948. We had no celebration at all, though we did discover why the
Dutch had given our people a "Christmas present" in the form of a mili-
tary attack.

Capt. Sudjono, who had shared my house in Jogjakarta, came to see
me at Kalibaru on his way to Pekalongan. He knew that region well and
intended to join the guerrilla movement there. Many officers who no
longer had any duties--for example, those who had worked in Jogjakarta
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